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Annual Congregational Meeting 

26 March 2017, 12h30 
 

 

 

DRAFT MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer 

2. Quorum Count and Call to Order 

3. Approval of Draft Agenda  

4. Introduction of Council Members 

5. Presentation of 2016 Ministry Report 

6. Intro to Conversations on Shalom  

7. Closing Prayer and Blessing 

8. Brunch Buffet 

9. Congregational Conversations 
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Moderator’s Report 

2016 

 

It has been yet again a true honor and privilege for me to serve the American Church in Paris as its 

Moderator this year. Under the spiritual guidance and shepherding of Pastors Scott and Tim and the rest of 

the pastoral staff, your ACP Council has endeavored to ensure that all of its activity faithfully embodies the 

mission of the ACP to bear witness by word and deed to the love of God, as revealed in Jesus Christ, to 

provide a place of English-language worship in the American Protestant tradition, and to engage in 

ministries and services that enrich the lives of residents and visitors in Paris. 

The 2016-2017 Council activities and missions have centered around ACP’s theological reference for the 

year, Jeremiah 29:7, which challenges us to seek the shalom of the city. 

Beginning with a first Council retreat in June 2016 and followed by a second retreat in September, Council 

members explored what it means in the ACP context to seek peace in the city, and focused planning for the 

activities and missions of the Church on the search for shalom on a personal level, as a Church and in the 

larger community. 

Key goals for 2016-17 identified by Council that embody this Biblical focus included: 

 strengthening connections within the ACP family; 

 enhancing communication between Council and the Congregation; 

 equipping Council members for leadership; and 

 ensuring that monthly Executive Committee and Council meetings were not only effective 

gatherings for doing the business of the Church, but spiritually nourishing experiences as well! 

As you read the reports of the ACP Council leaders included here, I trust you will sense the amazing 

creativity, dedication, commitment and love for this Church embodied in each of the programs and 

missions of the Council committees. With shalom as the federating theme for all Council activities, you will 

hopefully find shalom resonating as well in the 2016 financial report and the 2017 annual budget, which will 

be presented to the Congregation for approval at its forthcoming May 21 gathering. 

Moving forward to the end of this Council year in June, and with opportunities on the horizon for continued 

sharing of faith, fellowship and fun in the 2017-2018 Council year, could I encourage all brothers and sisters 

in Christ at ACP to consider how you can bring your energy, creative spirit, and love for this Church to the 

many missions and programs of the ACP which come to life through the Council. I and the whole Council 

team are ready to share with you how to become a part of this experience! 

With immense gratitude to all Council leadership for their engagement and initiative during this year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Mary Crass-Fenu 
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A Message from AFCU 
 
 
 

                       
 
 
March, 2017 
 
 
Greetings from the American & Foreign Christian Union. 
 
My wife, Betty, and I look forward to our planned visit to the American Church on 28 May this year, 
following the AFCU Annual Meeting in Vienna. 
 
We are thankful for the important role that the ACP plays in Paris for its members, guests and the Paris 
community. We especially appreciate the care you show for your members, as demonstrated by your 
celebration of Fred Gramann’s 40 years of music ministry and for tackling the important projects of 
providing handicap access and enhancing security at the church. We worked together supporting ACP 160 
to help provide sustainable ministry as well as helping to properly maintain God’s house. You, as members 
of the congregation, share your faith by spreading the Gospel, by your warm hospitality, and by reaching 
out to those in need in the community and beyond. May God continue to bless the ACP as He has done for 
160 years!  
 
Every year, I and fellow members of the AFCU participate in “Thank-a-Thon” calls to thank the “Friends” 
who contribute to the ACP. It is always a blessing to hear stories from former ACP members and visitors 
who now live in the U. S. and still support the ACP with their prayers and financial contributions! Some 
were students, some were ex-pats, and some were members or spouses of military or embassy staffs. In all 
cases, the ACP touched them to the extent that they remain faithful to you!  
 
The AFCU is much more than a 501 c (3) conduit for tax deductible contributions. Members of the AFCU 
contribute countless hours in support of the ACP and other member churches, keep you in their prayers, 
and provide substantial financial support.  
 
The members of the American and Foreign Christion Union commend you for your faithful dedication to 
serving Christ and being a “Beacon on the Seine”. We are pleased to partner with you in this endeavor and 
commit ourselves to this common mission. 
 
We invite those of you who eventually return to the U.S. to join us as a member of the AFCU or as “Friends” 
in your continued support of the ACP. 
 
May God’s Grace and Peace be with you always. 
 

Ted Ziemann 
President, AFCU 
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Senior Pastor’s Report 

2016 
 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever” 
 (Psalm 107:1). 

 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,      
 

What a privilege it is to continue to serve as a part of the pastoral leadership team of our community. For 
our gifted Council, staff and various volunteer team leaders, I am thankful to God. 2016 was a year when we 
welcomed some key new leadership, including visiting pastors the Revs. Jim and Odette Lockwood-Stewart; 
our new Associate Pastor of Congregational Ministries, the Rev. Timothy Vance; our new official Business 
Administrator, Andrea Richard; our new Wedding Coordinator, Emma Barton; as well as our new Intern 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, Emily Chesley. We welcomed back Bruce and Nancy Morgan as 
visiting pastors, but bid farewell to Parish Associate Jean-Christophe and Wedding coordinator Keiko 
Bieselaar as their family moved to Canada, and visiting pastor Rev. Jay and Elizabeth McKell. 
 
Our theme for the year was from Colossians 3:12-17. There were many highs and lows of the year. Aside 
from private moments of sacramental grace in counseling and visitation, and public baptisms and 
weddings, the highlights of the year for me included the 3-5 June weekend celebrating Fred Gramann’s 40th 
anniversary of service as our Director of Music Ministry; an Alpha Course; welcoming Linda Stratford as 
our Visiting Artist and lectures by Rob Bell, Tony Campolo, Chris Hayes and Darrel Guder; Jeff and Holly 
Hayes’s wedding on 10 September; Serve the City bringing food to the hungry; the Gala Evening fundraiser 
on 23 September for the universal access lift project; Bloom; Alison Benney’s continued great work on the 
Spire; and weekly worship services of our diverse congregation with sublime Easter and Christmas Eve 
worships. A few lowlights were the terrorist attacks in Nice and Normandy; after many years of a 
courageous battle with cancer, the death of a friend and faithful member of the ACP on 4 December, Judith 
Huart; the death in September of Stephen Wagshall, our Honorary Jewish Member of ACP; and Billy 
Roberts’ untimely departure.  
 
I continue to love seeing small groups grow, and enjoy the weekly Men’s Bible study, hosted by the Benson 
family. Weekly fellowship strengthens me to serve the larger church in different ways, including as a 
member of the Princeton Theological Seminary Alumni Executive Council; a member of the Board of the 
American Aid Society; a member of the American Breakfast Club (a regular meeting of principles of 
American land-owning institutions in Paris); and as a fund-raiser for the Château de Thierry American 
Memorial Church.  
 
The American Foreign Christian Union continues to support us generously, and for the AFCU board’s 
leadership and along with our members’ support for the ACP-160 endowment growth, I am deeply grateful. 
As I enter into my 30th year of ordained pastoral ministry, I am thankful for the opportunity to take a few 
months of sabbatical in 2017. This is important as I want to be refreshed and renewed intellectually, 
spiritually and physically so that I may continue to grow and serve as the lead pastor that our congregation 
truly deserves. My sabbatical will begin in May, and include a month at the University of Cambridge as a 
“visiting scholar” where I will read from Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics and converse with Barth scholars 
there; a month of walking the Camino Santiago; and a month of enjoying some extra time with my family. 
As I strengthen the pastoral leadership team over the next three years and work with the Finance, 
Stewardship and Development; Human Resources, Communication; Nominating; Worship and Music; 
Executive Committee of Council, and various staff teams and committees, I am thankful for God’s tender 
mercies and pray for the direction and strengthening of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Special thanks to Heather Walter who keeps me (us all) organized! But I would be nothing without my wife 
and partner, Kim, who continues to serve on the welcome ministry and women’s ministry teams. We pray 
that God is saving the best of our leadership for this last three year term until our departure by July, 2020. 
By God’s grace and love, we remain faithfully yours. 
 
In Christ,  



8 

 
 

The American Church in Paris –Ministry Reports 

Associate Pastor’s Report 

2016 
 

Paying Attention 
 
The goal for my first year here in Paris was to pay attention to what God is already doing here. I came to 
ACP assuming that God WASN’T waiting for me to show up to begin His work. This is, actually, a fair 
assumption for any of us to make wherever we go. This is the general point that Jesus was making 
throughout his life and ministry. “The Kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:7).  
 
My first glimpse of this came when the Associate Pastor Search Committee popped up onto my computer 
screen early one Oregon morning for my Skype interview. To be honest, I thought I had other plans, so I 
wasn’t expecting a lot from this interview. But then I encountered a group of open, warm and engaging 
people who asked interesting and thoughtful questions. When this group disappeared from my computer 
screen, I thought, “Well that was interesting.” 
 
Fast-forward a bit to the day after Thanksgiving. We had been to Paris to interview and were waiting to hear 
what the final decision might be. We were sitting at our kitchen table drinking coffee when Maija decided to 
read, Isaiah 55. This included lines like “Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in 
the richest of fare” (Isaiah 55:2b). My optimistic brain thought, “maybe that means God will call us to 
Paris.”  
 
And then Maija read, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 
the LORD” (Isaiah 55:8). And my pessimistic brain thought, “oh no, that probably means God isn’t calling us 
to Paris.”  
 
Then my phone rang.  
 
The call was from Paris. Our lives were about to change in a big way. I hadn’t noticed this line in Isaiah 55 
until after the phone call: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9). Being a part of the life and ministry of this community 
this year has reminded me of God’s higher ways.  
 
In this annual report you can see glimpses of Jesus coming close and bringing heaven with him.  
But the kingdom of God is bigger than our church, so what does “the kingdom of God coming near” look 
like in your life? What does it look like at ACP? What does it look like at work, or at school, or at home or on 
the metro or in The Louvre?  
 
Sometimes sharing stories of the way that God has been at work in the past opens us up to paying attention 
again to God’s work in the present. So as we read this report and as we share our stories together may we 
notice that Jesus is among us. 
 

Tim Vance 
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Youth and Young Adults Intern Report 2016 

(August-December) 
 
 

Youth Group (ages 11-18) 

One of the joys of international church ministry is the constant arrival of new faces. When Youth Group 
kicked off in the fall, we welcomed over 15 new students to lycée and collège. We averaged between 20 and 
30 students each week, with 48 students on the roster. 
 
Programming 
We began the 2016-2017 programming year with Faith & Culture Week (formerly Young Artist’s Week). For 
four days in August, students studied film and television, literature, music, and fine arts. They learned how 
they could encounter God through these mediums, and they discussed how Christians might evaluate what 
parts of culture to engage or disengage with. The week culminated in a field trip to the Musée d’Orsay. 
 
In the fall, lycée students had a lesson series “Can I Ask That?” led by Billy Roberts. They had an 
opportunity to ask questions Christians do not always permit ourselves to ask and saw what the Bible and 
Christianity might have to say. The collège group studied the life and teachings of Jesus, doing Bible studies 
on narratives from Jesus’ life. On the first Sunday of each month the two groups stayed together for a joint 
lesson, and this programming year we have been studying spiritual disciplines. In the fall we discussed 
silence and prayer.  
 
Youth@Noon, coordinated by Matt Brown, continued into the fall. This is a monthly youth gathering for 
students who are unable to attend regular Youth group on Sunday afternoons, and continues to be a time of 
fellowship and growth. My deep thanks to Matt for seeing this need and continuing to meet it. 
 
Events 
The youth continue to enjoy their monthly events; these are times of relationship-building, joy, and  
de-stressing. In the fall we organized bubble bump soccer, the traditional overnight lock-in, and a 
Christmas Party complete with gingerbread house competition and white elephant gift exchange. 
 
In October, in collaboration with the Christian Education Committee, we were pleased to offer a separate 
Youth program for the Fall Retreat, complementary to the adults’ discussion of the image of God. In 
November, I took 2 youth and 2 leaders to the annual AICEME Youth Conference in Taizé, France. This was 
a meaningful time for both students and leaders, and our presence made a 400% increase from last year’s 
ACP attendance.  
 
Youth Service  
This year we have particularly focused on involving the youth in Sunday worship services and in leading 
aspects of youth group. We tell the students, “This is your church, so you should be involved.” Lycée and 
collège students ushered and read Scripture in the 11h and 13h30 services. Collège students wrote and 
delivered the Prayers of the People one Sunday. We occasionally asked students to lead the Youth Group in 
games, and we started student-led devotions at Youth Group. The youth also held their annual used book 
sale at the ACP Marché de Noël, and raised over €500 euros for ACP Youth missions. 
 
Volunteers  
Lastly, and essentially, I would like to extend a huge “thank you” to all the volunteer youth leaders who 
participated in Fall 2016 programming: Monica Trantych, Catherine Hetzel, Matt Brown, Valentina Lana, 
Eric Taquet, Samantha Prince, Noah Genovesi, Camille Sowder, and Salomon Kabongo-Koopër. They have 
devoted themselves to the youth, offering their time, energy, attention, gifts of teaching, and love to our 
students. “Thank you” also to the parents who donated snacks every week, and who have supported me with 
prayer and words of encouragement during some challenging seasons.  
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Young Adults Group (ages 18-30) 
 
The ACP Young Adult group continues to be a thriving and diverse community from 24 countries and 6 
continents. We made connections with approximately 50 new people during the fall semester, and on 
average 20-25 young adults attended each week. 
 
Restructuring 
Fall 2016 saw quite a few changes to the Young Adults program as we restructured the ministry. Most 
significantly, we ended the bi-weekly Pizza Nights, which were enjoyable to attend but drained our leaders’ 
energy, took a great deal of time to plan, and interrupted the flow of any teaching series.  
  
Instead, we have focused our attention on the Tuesday night program (Young Adult Night). We have been 
able to teach lesson series, and have more time for worship, teaching time, and group prayer. Recognizing 
the importance of fellowship around food, we started monthly Table Talks on the last Tuesday of every 
month. On these nights, volunteers prepare a full meal and we welcome a guest speaker, inviting them to 
share their story and speak about how their faith has impacted their vocation. We have found these changes 
helpful and healthy, allowing us to delve deeper into meaningful topics and broadening the chorus of voices 
our Young Adults hear from, while retaining important fellowship time and being more sustainable for our 
leaders. 
 
Curriculum 
We spent all of the fall semester in a series titled, “The Story of the Bible,” working through the Bible’s 
grand, overarching narrative from Genesis to Revelation. Grasping this wider framework of God’s story 
taught young adults how the smaller scriptural narratives fit into the larger Biblical story, and encouraged 
them to find their own place in God’s story. The weeks’ topics included: Creation; Disruption/the Fall; 
Exodus and Wilderness; Judges and Kings; Prophecy and Exile; Intertestamental Period and the Messiah; 
and Mission, Return of the King, & Advent. 
 
At Table Talks in the fall, we heard from Kristina Keenan about opportunities to volunteer in Paris, 
Colombe Akiwacu (Miss Rwanda 2014) about her foundation in Rwanda, and Rev. Michelle Wahila about 
ways to deepen and foster love in relationships. 
 
Events 
We continued organizing Pub Theology on the first Wednesday of every month, offering a space for young 
adults to share their ideas about theological topics. We discussed evil and suffering, faith and politics, and 
the interplay of faith and secularism in the holidays. 
 
We held monthly fun events as well to build community and offer activities for those who might have 
otherwise felt lonely. We organized a Welcome Back Party at the beginning of the year, a hike in the Forêt 
de Fontainebleau, an outing to the Champs-Élysées Christmas market, and a Christmas Party. Young adults 
also gathered regularly on Saturdays to play basketball in the gym.  
 
Church Involvement 
We prioritized getting young adults involved in Sunday morning worship leadership and in wider 
congregational events. During the fall semester, young adults read scripture in the services, ushered, sang 
on the worship team and helped with tech, sang in the choir, played bells, served as youth leaders, attended 
the All-Church Retreat, attended and participated in special services and Thurber Lectures, were involved 
in the Women’s Bible study and Bible Study Fellowship, volunteered with the Marché de Noël, appeared on 
the ACP Today radio show, volunteered with the Homeless Ministry and Sandwich Ministry, and even 
participated in the Christmas pageant. A group of six young adults spent 10 hours on a Saturday afternoon 
baking 1,000 cookies for ACP’s Christmas Eve Cookie Reception. Given the transient nature of the Young 
Adult community—many of whom come to Paris for short study abroad periods or au pair jobs—I am 
thrilled with their involvement in all areas of church life. 
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Volunteers 
Very importantly, I would like to thank our volunteer Young Adult leadership team who served during the 
Fall: Pierre Lhommé, Jonathan Gueye, Moise Mounkoro, and Claire Boutet. They organized events, were 
welcoming hosts to our new young adults, and gave of themselves to serve this community. Because of their 
loving and sacrificial presence, young adults call this community a “family.” 
 
I would also like to thank Scott and Kim Herr, Tim and Maija Vance, Bruce and Nancy Morgan, Heather 
Walter, Emmanuelle Denfert-Bariani, Holly Hayes, Natalie Raynal, Fred Gramann, Allison Wheeler, and 
Billy Roberts. I am grateful they invited me to come serve this congregation, and I am thankful for their 
encouragement, support, wisdom, guidance, and truth-speaking. I would also like to thank the Council and 
all church volunteers who have showed me how things work, and I thank the congregation for their warm 
welcome and support.  
 
While of course no church is perfect, I have found ACP to be a little slice of heaven—with people “from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne” worshipping God (Rev. 7:9, 
NRSV). Thank you for allowing me to serve here. 
 
In Christ, 
Emily Chesley 
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Visiting Pastor Jim and Odette Lockwood-Stewart’s Report 

January-June 2016 

 

It was a privilege and a great joy to serve as Visiting Pastors at ACP from January through June 2016. Our 
time included the three months between the departure of Interim Associate Pastor Jeff Powell and the 
arrival of newly called Associate Pastor Tim Vance. Therefore Jim, the official Visiting Pastor, had the 
opportunity for significant involvement in ministries of ACP beyond the Wedding Blessing Ministry that 
was his central responsibility. He provided leadership for a 4-week Thurber Thursday program based on 
Bill Hybels’ book Simplify, met with staff, joined Pastor Scott and the men’s Bible study, conducted three 
Memorial services, and participated in several ACP Radio broadcasts.  
 
Jim and Odette both preached, and were blessed to participate in worship leadership on a regular basis 
throughout the six months of our stay.   
 
Jim delighted in singing with the choir, which included the performances of Puccini’s remarkable Messa di 
Gloria and, of course, it was a gift to be present for the celebration of Fred Gramman’s 40 years at ACP. 
 
In the six months of our stay, the number of weddings did gradually increase, thanks in large part to the 
efforts of Keiko Matsushima in expanding the number of Chinese and non-agency weddings coming to the 
church. By the time we left, Jim had officiated at 83 wedding blessing ceremonies. 
 
In addition to preaching and participating in worship leadership, Odette had the opportunity to provide 
spiritual direction to individuals, to speak, and to teach while working on her sabbatical research and 
writing. Time with the African Fellowship and the Filipino Fellowship was a blessing.  
 
A highlight for us both was the opportunity to lead ACP’s Adult Retreat at Abbaye de Fleury in June. It was 
a Spirit-led time with 22 participants from 9 countries sharing in the stillness of the Monastery, the singing 
of scripture with the Benedictine community, and our own time for worship and reflection on the theme 
“Come to the Waters.” 
 
We are grateful to God for the conversations and communion with ACP members. We are grateful to Pastor 
Scott Herr for the invitation to be a part of the ACP community and are richly blessed by the deep sense of 
belonging with the staff and members of ACP convey with such grace. 
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 Director of Children’s Ministry Report 

2016 

 
 
The 2016/2017 school year has been an exciting one for Children’s Worship so far. From June of 2016 until 
January of 2017, I was away on maternity leave and the Children’s Worship program was left in the capable 
and loving hands of Emmanuelle Denfert-Bariani and Pastor Tim Vance. I am personally grateful for 
Emmanuelle’s care and leadership in my absence, and for her continued involvement in our program.  
 
Under Tim and Emmanuelle’s direction, Children’s Worship began offering year-round programming for 
children during the 11h and 13h30 worship services. This is a change from our former policy, which did not 
offer programming during school holidays. We now offer “KidZone,” a more informal gathering for the 
children, during school breaks. This has made a huge difference to the families with young children in our 
community as it allows for continual participation in the life of the church throughout the year.  
 
Emmanuelle was also instrumental to the success of the Fall Retreat, planning programming for the 
children throughout the weekend, including a fabulous “bal de masque” on Saturday night. Her efforts 
allowed for families to enjoy a more relaxing time away, and allowed the children to have fun, safe activities 
as well. It is my hope that all future Fall Retreats will be as family-friendly. 
 
It was reported to me that our two big annual events, Vacation Bible School and the Christmas pageant, 
were both successful this year. VBS was headed by Camilla Radford Furman, and included around 40 
children. The Christmas pageant was wonderful, with Emmanuelle providing new costumes for the children 
and adult cast members (the little furry sheep hoods were an especially welcome sight).  
 
The Children’s Worship program has undergone some exciting changes. In addition to purchasing new 
curriculum, we have moved from more of a lesson-based program to a worship-focused program. Rather 
than splitting up into separate age groups, the children at the 11h service now gather together in the 
catacombs to participate in a worship service that has the same “liturgical bones” as the one that their 
parents are participating in in the main sanctuary, but with all elements designed to be accessible to 
children. Following worship, the children divide by age to participate in various activities. The children at 
the 13h30 service follow a similar program. These changes so far have been met with a positive response 
from children and volunteers. 
 
This ministry would not be possible without the village of people who work for the benefit of the children of 
ACP. This includes Pastor Tim Vance, the entire ACP staff, and our Council representatives, whose advice 
and encouragement have been indispensable. This of course includes our volunteers, whose love and faith 
are such a blessing to the families of our church. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Allison Wheeler 
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Open Doors Ministry Report 

2016 
 

“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 

my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.” By God’s grace, Open Doors Ministry at ACP celebrated its 

5th birthday in 2016! Open Doors is a great opportunity to share God’s love with believers, non-believers 

and people belonging to other faiths. This means that I open the sanctuary for visitors during week days and 

I try to welcome these visitors with open arms and an open heart, which is the true picture of the ACP 

Community. I welcomed guests from different parts of the world and I received people with faith or people 

with no faith, and people who are struggling in spirit or mind. One time four Muslim girls visited from 

Sweden. It was their prayer time, and they asked me for a place where they could offer their prayers. Of 

course, I invited them to pray in the Chapel. 

Since 2012, more than 5,000 have visited our beautiful sanctuary. There have been moments when I saw 

tears in their eyes, when people were touched by the peace. Many people who had been part of ACP and 

worshipped here when they were in Paris re-visited the sanctuary. Some had been married at ACP and were 

visiting with their children or grandchildren, and expressed their desire to bring their children to the church 

where their parents had been married. 

I am very thankful to all those who have helped as volunteers, prayed for this ministry, and encouraged me. 

Please continually remember Open Doors Ministry in your prayers as we continue sharing the love of God 

with our guests over the next year.  

In Christ, 

Anjlo Ajmal 
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Christian Education Committee Report 

2016 
 

  
'That the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith  

and in the knowledge of the Son of God.'  

- Ephesians 4:12b-13a 

 

Chair: Ashleigh Searle 
Vice-Chair: Peter Moodie 
Pastoral Liaison: Tim Vance 
 

Committee Members:  

Nathaniel Akujuobi, Jenn Cavanaugh, Kaï-Marcel Grunert, Peter Moodie, Ashleigh Searle, Allison Wheeler, 

Emmanuelle Denfert-Bariani  

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Christian Education Committee is to show the love of Jesus by inviting, equipping 

and learning.  

 

The Committee set two goals for 2016-2017:  

1) Engage critical societal issues (“of the city”) and provide faith-based perspective, encourage learning 

and constructive debate.  

2) Provide a “safe place” for learning and discipleship. 

 

2016 Highlights 

 

The American Church in Paris is blessed by a wide and rich variety of Christian Education initiatives and 

programs, designed for children, youth and adult, and reaching out to the ACP community and beyond to 

visitors and the city of Paris.  

 

We would like to particularly thank the more than 100 volunteers who freely offer their time, abilities and 

knowledge to make all these programs, events and activities possible. The vast majority of Christian 

Education activities are spearheaded by volunteer leadership. The commitment and love shown by 

volunteers enables our church to have such a wide offering of Christian education activities and it is when 

individuals feel compelled to lead and to serve that new initiatives emerge.  

 

In 2016, the Committee welcomed the arrival of Associate Pastor Tim Vance as the pastoral liaison for the 

Committee. His leadership was instrumental in redefining and simplifying the Committee mission 

statement, broadening the conception of small groups to launch Community groups, developing an 

impressive lineup of Thurber lectures and leading the All Church Fall Retreat. The Committee would also 

like to recognize the leadership of ACP Children’s Ministry by Emmanuelle Denfert-Bariani from June 2016 

to January 2017.  

 
 



16 

 
 

The American Church in Paris –Ministry Reports 

In 2016 the following Christian education programs and events were offered at ACP: 
 

Children’s Ministry Adult Ministries 

 Children’s Worship  

 KidsZone 

 Son Shine Children’s music program 

 Vacation Bible School  

 Christmas Pageant 

 Thurber Lectures 

 Community Groups  

 Alpha Course 

Youth and Young Adults Retreats 

 Collège group  Annual Women's Retreat 

 Lycée group  Spring Retreat 

 Confirmation class   All Church Fall Retreat 

 Young Adults fellowship  

 Young Professionals discussion group  

 Buddy Program for children and youth Vallotton Christian Library and Book Table 

 

The year in review 
- Adult Education Course led by Jeff Powell and Jim Lockwood-

Stewart, “Simplify: 10 Practices to Uncluttered your Soul”.  

- Adult Workshop: Goal Setting  

- Annual Women’s Retreat “Blessed to be a Blessing” led by Jodi 

Fondell 

- Alpha Course, 10 week course (12 May – 7 July) with over 60 

attendees each week 

- Spring Retreat for adults, “Come to the Waters” led by Visiting 

Pastors Jim and Odette Lockwood-Stewart, Abbaye Fleury 

- Launch of KidsZone - Activities and learning for children on 

Sundays during school holiday 

- Vacation Bible School: “Cave Quest” 

- Community Groups launch, September 2016 and leaders training  

- All Church Fall Retreat led by Pastor Tim, “What is your image of 

God?”, in St Prix.  

- Thurber Thursdays:  
o February: Alicia Berberich, “Finding your Spiritual Gifts”  

o 10 & 17 March: Pringle Franklin, “Hope and Healing in 

Marriage” 

o 31 March, Dr. John Huffman, “Profile of a Church that will not just Survive but will Flourish 

in the 21st Century” 

o April: Professor Chris Hayes, “Do Christian and Muslims Worship the Same God? Five 

Biblical Answers” and “In the Beginning were the words: The Origins of Writing and the 

Alphabet” 

o 10 August: Rob Bell 

o 4 September: Dr. Tony Campolo “On Welcoming the LGBT Community into the Church” 

o 6 & 13 October: Dr. Darrell Guder “Missional Theology”  

o 3 & 10 November and 8 December: Dr. Linda Stratford, “War, Suffering and Hope”, “The 

Immigrant Experience” and “Advent and Healing” 

o 1 December: Innocent Magambi “Refugee for Life” 

 
Respectfully submitted by the Christian Education team 

Cave Quest VBS 

All Church Fall Retreat  
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Worship and Music Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: Denise Dampierre 

Vice Chair: Marc Jourlait 

Pastoral Liaison: Scott Herr 

Committee Members: Denise Dampierre (Chair), Daphne Elfferich, Delia Esteban, Charlie Gay, Pierre 

Lhommé, Chris Wobo. 

 

Our calling  

Our committee prepares the soil for the seeds sown by the liturgy, prayers, and preaching.  

Welcome and music stir up emotions and opens hearts to better receive God’s love and words. Smooth 

organization diminishes distractions so that congregants better absorb His love and Word. 

We have a high calling. It’s a thrill to share it with you. Looking forward to growing together as we serve the 

Lord through Worship & Music. 

 
Our actions 

 Welcome 

Pastor Scott reminds us that first time visitors decide whether or not to 

continue attending a church within the first 8 minutes. We aim to make 

those minutes count for the Lord by welcoming with a smile, helping people 

find seats, answering questions, and sharing God’s love in practical ways. 

Order 

We are behind the scenes to put the well planned organization into 

action. That candles shine their light, that you may share your gifts 

during the collection (), that you know when and where to receive 

communion… 

And we are there to kindly and firmly manage the unexpected: fidgety 

babies (we get to hold so many of them!), full bladders (where are those 

WC’s?!), late arrivals (No more bulletins. Try the ACP App)… 

 

Safety 

Before you arrive for the service, we pray for the Lord’s protection. Throughout our 

time together, we keep a watchful eye over the congregation and the premises, 

working with our security team to make your time at church worship-filled. 

Our Team 

The ushers, the audio-visual team at 1:30, readers, money-counters for the collection, 
communion servers, readers...and YOU?!  We always welcome new folk to serve the Lord with us. Contact 
secretary@acparis.org or our committee members  

mailto:secretary@acparis.org
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Mission Outreach Committee Report 

2016 

 
Chair: Jonathan Reid 
Vice Chair: Elodie Mbette 
Pastoral Liaison: Billy Roberts 
 
Committee Members: Nathaniel Akujuobi, Teteh Atikpo, *Claire Boutet, Carolyn Bouazouni, Claire 
Boutet, Pascale Deforge, Jurie Ane Feleo, Camilla Radford Furman, Daniel Grout, Kaï-Marcel Grunert, Jim 
Hobbs, Clara Inamuco, Eliane Kakpo, Ann Mildred, Ursula Perrier, *Claude Parjloh, *Mercy Rivera, Tess 
Roque, Eric Sadoux, Jean Taquet, Paula Taquet-Woolfolk, Patti Turquet, Catalina Wang, Kristie Worrel, 
Anna Zweede. 
 
Refugee Task Force: Ursula Perrier (chair), *Anjlo Ajmal, *Tiana Ranaivoson 
* = New to committee in 2016 
 
 
Overview – In 2016, the local and global missions and ministries of the church, praise God, continued to 
thrive and grow. Our missions and ministries are supported through countless prayers, thousands of 
volunteer work hours, and donations. In 2016, donations included: a 10% tithe of congregational giving 
(approximately €44,000) and designated gifts from the Marché de Noël, the African Fellowship, the 
Filipino Fellowship, ACP members, and churches & individuals connected to ACP amounting to many cubic 
meters of food, clothes, toys, and needed goods plus well over €10,000 (final amount to be confirmed). 
Some 2016 developments are highlighted below. For fuller details about the MOC missions and ministries, 
see their pages on the ACP website, which have recently been updated (or soon will be). 
 
Local Missions 
NEW MISSION! – The Paris Prison Ministry – lay leader Carolyn Bouazouni –following God’s 
call and inspired by The Living Truth Foundation (see below), Carolyn started the ministry in the spring of 
2016. She and a dedicate group of ACP members regularly accompany French chaplains into four prisons 
around Paris to attend worship services with inmates. By their very presence, they are demonstrating 
Christ’s love to these men and women behind bars. As well as providing support through prayers, smiles, 
handshakes and words of encouragement, ACP members sometimes serve as French-English translators for 
the English-speaking inmates during worship. 

 

 

Serve the City, Paris – lay leader Jim Hobbs and coordinator Valentina Lana – Inaugurated in 
2015, STC experienced extraordinary growth into 2016 under the dedicated leadership of Jim and 
Valentina. Dozens of helpers from ACP and the Paris community join in STC’s main ministries: 1) every 
weekday morning, the distribution of food from a Prêt-à-Manger restaurant to the homeless; 2) the 
Saturday Homeless Breakfast and Lunch Ministry (see below); and 3) in July, in partnership with the ACP 
Youth Group, an STC youth camp at ACP. Currently, STC needs volunteers, especially volunteer 
coordinators. For more information see the Paris STC Facebook page (the link is on the ACP website). 
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Friday Mission Lunch –lay leader Kristie Worrell – celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2016, FML 
provides a free hot meal to the needy every Friday at the American Cathedral in Paris. Once per month, the 
ACP team is responsible for the meal. In the fall, the congregation responded generously to the FML’s food 
pantry drive. 
 
Saturday Homeless Breakfast and Lunch Ministry – lay leader Jurie Ane Feleo – started in 
2013 by Jurie Ane, in 2016, she and a team of leaders and regular volunteers grew the ministry from  
bi-weekly to weekly Saturday distributions of food to homeless people in Paris. 
 
Love in a Box – lay leader Kristie Worrel – every Fall, Kristie leads ACP’s participation in this 
program to provide Christmas gift boxes for underprivileged children in France and Europe. In 2016, ACP 
members contributed to the over 3,000 boxes donated by groups in Paris. 
 
Marché de Noël – lay leader Kristie Worrel – at this year’s Marché, professional vendors from across 
France and ACP ministries (MOC, the African Fellowship, Habitat for Humanity, the Filipino Fellowship, 
the Youth Group, and the Alpha Group) raised over €4,000 for various ACP missions and ministries, 
including over €3,000 for those of MOC. 
 
Refugee Ministry – lay leader Jean Taquet – on regularly scheduled Wednesday and Sunday 
afternoon sessions, Jean Taquet and four colleagues provide free consultations to people facing difficulties 
with their immigration status, lodging, work, insurance, family, or other life situations. 
 
ACP’s Refugee Response – Until the closure of the camps in Calais, MOC ran several drives to collect 
clothing and needed goods for the refugees there. In the fall, MOC established a Refugee Task Force to 
assess how ACP can best contribute to the many different organizations addressing the refugee crisis. At the 
time of writing this report, the task force has begun to announce via the bulletin and Spire information 
about opportunities to help refugees. Stay tuned for more. 
 
Foyer de Grenelle – lay leader Ann Mildred – is a Christian social center in the 15th arrondissement 
aiding over 500 people weekly by providing: meals; employment assistance; tutoring; French lessons; legal 
help; and a mailing address for immigrants. ACP members volunteer; MOC provides a grant to support the 
Foyer’s ministries. ACP council members were invited to one of the Foyer’s Wednesday evening community 
meals and met its new pastor. 
 
SOS Help – (lay leader position vacant) – is an English-language telephone crisis line. Trained 
volunteers, who are recruited semi-annually at ACP and beyond, provide compassionate, anonymous, and 
non-judgmental help. 
 
ACP Members sent as Missionaries  
 
Anna Cobbinah, Ghana, The Living Truth Foundation (lay liaison Carolyn Bouazouni) – After 
the death of her husband Francis in 2014, Anna has continued the ministry they started in 2003. TLTF, an 
NGO, evangelizes weekly in prisons in southern Ghana. In 2016 it has grown from running Disciple Bible 
Study programs in 4 to 6 prisons. In March, Carolyn Bouazouni and former ACP Associate Pastor Tina Blair 
visited the mission, attended a Bible Study graduation, and the inauguration of new classes in four prisons. 
ACP supports TLTF through our missionary Anna and via prayers, letters, periodic donations and visits. 
 
Destiny Ansah (née Ryales), Ghana, The Excellence Computer Technology Foundation (lay 
liaison Daniel Grout) – Since August 2012, Destiny Ansah has been showing God’s love by offering free 
computer literacy lessons to students in kindergarten to 8th grade in two villages. In March 2016, she 
reported, “my 8th Grade graduating class ranked number 1 at the District Level. Their average score was 
80% and this is a very, very, very rural village competing against other towns and cities in the area. We are 
making a difference... I'm excited and joyful.” In 2016, Destiny took home leave for the birth of her daughter 
Paris. In transit back to Ghana, she had Paris baptized at ACP. A joy for all. 
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Patti Lafage, Uganda, The Rafiki Foundation Orphanage and Teacher Training Center (lay 
liaison Nathaniel Akujuobi) – Rafiki Villages provide a home, Christian education, and health care for 
abandoned and orphaned children in ten African countries. Since 2011, ACP member Patti Lafage has 
worked at Rafiki Uganda village teaching classes and overseeing the widows program. The village has 
almost 100 resident children and 150 day students. She is now directing the new RICE (Rafiki Institute for 
Classical Education) program, which seeks to improve primary education in Uganda through teacher 
training. In future, RICE will become the focus of Rafiki in Uganda since the government no longer allows 
children to be placed in foreign-run orphanages. 
 
Global Mission Partners 
 
India, Deep Griha – Co-Lay Leaders Pascale Deforge and Claire Boutet – For several years, ACP 
member Pascale Deforge has led ACP involvement with this NGO, whose programs help women and 
children. Following an ACP mission trip to Deep Griha in 2014, Pascale has made several missions trips 
there, joined twice in 2016 by volunteer Claire Boutet. Pascale has raised private funds in addition to the 
ACP grant to address Deep Griha’s many pressing needs. 
 
Philippines, The King’s Garden Children’s Home (KGCH) – lay leader Tess Roque 
The King’s Garden Children’s Home provides a Christian home life for children in the Philippines who have 
experienced a crisis in their family. KGCH currently houses 70 children, from infants to children at the 
university level. MOC and the Filipino Fellowship support KGCH through prayers, financial support, and 
shipments of clothing, school supplies and toys.  
 
Cameroon, Presbyterian Church in Douala – lay leader Ursula Perrier – ACP has a longstanding 
relationship with this church, which celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2016. ACP gave a special donation to 
help complete a phase in the construction of the congregation’s church building, which was inaugurated in 
2014. Church Elder Marie-Antoinette Ebene Ebene visited ACP and gave an uplifting report: the church is 
thriving, growing in numbers and planting other congregations in the region. 
 
Submitted on behalf of the committee’s many active members, with tremendous thanks for the church’s 
financial support and dedication of so many volunteers, 
 
Jonathan Reid 
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Finance Stewardship & Development Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: Julia Kung 

Vice Chair: Pam Bohl 

Pastoral Liaison: Scott Herr 

 

Committee Members: Pam Bohl (Vice Chair), Kay Enchill, Julia Kung (Chair), Robert Oliver, Sue 

Orsoni, Mark Primmer, Chris Pruszko, Matthieu Roche, Tim Younkin  

The Finance, Stewardship & Development Committee has been working on a number of topics throughout 
the year related to the best use of the resources of the ACP to provide for our on-going ministries and 
missions. We have continued to strengthen our partnership with the American Foreign Christian Union 
(AFCU), worked on ensuring ACP’s non-profit status, and continued our work on finance and stewardship 
activities throughout the year. We have also integrated the Development activities of the church into the 
Committee. Please see a brief report on each of these topics below: 
 
Partnership with AFCU 
 
Our parent organization, the American Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) has continued to generously 
support the ministries and missions of the ACP. Not only are they the owners of our building, they also 
cover the expenses of our Senior Pastor. The AFCU has in recent years been working hard to recover from 
some significant financial challenges. In partnership with these efforts, ACP is paying the property taxes 
and insurance on the building in 2016 and 2017 (approx. $50,000).  
 
In 2016, we attended the AFCU Board Meetings in Austin (April) and Minneapolis (October). Key 
accomplishments include: approval of AFCU for ACP budget in 2017, signing the “baux à commodat” 
agreements between ACP and AFCU (to formally give ACP the right to sub-lease the building to renters), 
and successful fundraising for the universal access for ACP (approximately €75,000 raised thanks to donors 
from ACP and AFCU)! 
 
Franco-American Community Center of Paris (FACCP) 
 
We have been working to ensure ACP’s non-profit status under the 1905 law (non-profit religious 
organization). Due to local French laws becoming more stringent, we have been advised to separate our 
non-religious activities into a 1901 entity (non-profit cultural organization). The ACP Council has  
re-activated the FACCP and has given it an official Mission Statement. We continue to work with 
accountants and auditors to move non-religious activities, as viewed by French authorities (i.e. rentals, 
Bloom, Marché de Noël, concerts, etc.), into the FACCP and to minimize any tax implications on such a 
move. 
 
2016 Year-End Close 
 
Due to the unexpected sick leave of ACP’s accountant since the beginning of 2017, we are running behind in 
closing the books for 2016. We have hired a transition accountant to help us close the books for 2016 and 
complete the audit. We expect this to be finalized by May and will report to you the results as well as the 
2017 budget during the Annual Congregational Meeting on 21 May. Tax receipts for identified donor gifts 
made during 2016 will be sent out by the end of March. 
 
Stewardship 
 
Our stewardship activities were focused on the month of November 2016, with the theme “Grace Made 
Visible.” We heard testimonies from our brothers and sisters about why they give, and how they have 
experienced God’s grace in their lives. We also included a stewardship message during Children’s Worship 
with the story of Zacchaeus the tax collector, the lost coin, and the widow who gave all that she had. We 
wanted to thank everyone for their participation in the stewardship campaign, collectively pledges to ACP 
for 2017 total over €110,000! 
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“But God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved… For we are 
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our 
way of life.” Ephesians 2: 4-10 
 
Development 
 
In 2016, we integrated the Development activities of the church into the Finance & Stewardship Committee. 
The Development activities were formerly part of the Property Committee. We continue to work very closely 
with the Property Committee, as well as the other church committees, to identify the long-term needs for 
our building (5-10 year plan) and resources required to fund these needs. We have been working on the 
creation of an endowment fund based on the donations from the ACP-160 campaign. Thank you so much 
for your pledges and continued contributions to this three-year building campaign, which will be finalized 
in 2017, timed to coincide with the celebration of 160 years of ACP!  
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Human Resources Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: Pierre Lisbonis 
Vice Chair: Valentina Lana 
Pastoral Liaison: Scott Herr 
 

 

Committee Members: The Human Resources (HR) Committee would like to thank Lela Losq for all that 
was accomplished during the last three years as she served as Vice-Chair of the HR Committee. Lela Losq 
was replaced by Valentina Lana in June 2016. 
 
In October 2016, the HR Committee was pleased to welcome Patrick Vialle, a French entrepreneur. 
Currently, the HR Committee consists of 6 members: Pascal Berger, Daniel Grout, Valentina Lana (Vice 
Chair), Lela Losq, Pierre Lisbonis (Chair) and Patrick Vialle.  
 

Ongoing activities: 
 

 The HR Committee achieved the transition of the Nursery and Toddler Room to a semi-volunteer-
based system and streamlined its organization to improve the quality of the service provided to the 
children and families.  

 The HR Committee and the Finance Committee led a task force to analyze the functioning and 
results of the Wedding Ministry and proposed a new and clear framework of rules in accordance 
with the goal of optimizing rules and procedures. 

 Andrea Richard was hired as the new Business Administrator of the Church after a successful 
interim period during the sick leave of the former Business Administrator. 

 One year ago we welcomed Tim Vance as the new Associate Pastor. 

 The HR team worked on multiple hires of new receptionists. 

 The HR Committee, in liaison with the AFCU, decided to offer the Senior Pastor a three-month 
sabbatical and took all the measures necessary relating to the performance of his functions in his 
absence. 

 

Objectives for 2017:  
 
The main objectives for 2017 are to reinforce the Accounting function, improve the job description system 
and work with the Finance Committee to reorganize the activities of the church into ACP and FACCP. 

In the meantime, the HR committee will continue to address the needs of the church, finding the right 
balance between the demands for staff support and ACP’s current financial possibilities. 
 
We extend our thanks to all who serve on the HR committee and to the many who faithfully serve the 
church as employees or volunteers. 
 
Our gratitude goes to the Pastors, the Executive Committee members and the Council Members for giving 
us, the HR Committee, the opportunity to serve at ACP in 2016 under God’s guidance. All praise be to God!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The HR Committee  
 
Pierre Lisbonis, Chair  
Valentina Lana, Vice Chair  
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ACP ORGANIZATION CHART  

(2017) 
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Community Life Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: Mary Hovind Gay 

Vice Chair: Patti Turquet  

Pastoral Liaison: Tim Vance 

 

Community Life (CL) started off the year with the passing of the Chairperson reigns from Carol Brown to 
Mary Hovind-Gay on 1 January 2016.  In March, the board expanded to include Patti Turquet as Vice-Chair. 
March also marked the arrival of our new Associate Pastor and CL Liaison, Tim Vance. Tim set right to 
work familiarizing himself with the committee and its mission. It has been a pleasure working with Tim as 
we continually look at ways to create community and celebrate our diversity as a church body.  
 
Community Life encompasses a lot, but its primary focus is nurturing our congregation and providing 
opportunities for fellowship to happen among members. This can be a challenge in a large and diverse 
church such as ACP.  
 
The Kitchen Ministry is an integral part of Community Life. Our team of leaders and dedicated volunteers 
served over 3,000 individual meals in 2016. The CL board adopted the mission statement "Eat Together, 
Pray Together, Hold Each Others Babies" - which we take pretty seriously. The hospitality was palpable this 
year.  
 
The shared meals included: 

• 18 Thurber Lecture Dinners 

• Alpha Launch Party and 12 consecutive dinners 

• Easter Breakfast  

• Congregational Meetings 

• Mother's Day  

• Father's Day  

• International Thanksgiving Dinner (in addition to our 200 ticketed guests we prepared 70 complete 
turkey dinners for the homeless and served over 40 volunteers) 

• Reception after the Children's Christmas Pageant 
 
Beyond the kitchen the CL Board was involved in the following other ways at ACP: 

• Assisting with the New-Member Classes  

• Providing gift baskets for visiting lecturers  

• Hosting the Library Dedication (April 2016) 

• Organizing the Ministry Fair (September 2016) 

• Organizing the Volunteer Appreciation (December 2016) 
 
One of the highlights of the year was the purchase of a warming oven in November. In the past we had 
rented one when a need arose. Thanks to a generous donor we now have our own warming oven on site -- 
which will save money and add flexibility to our menu planning.  
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Community Life also supports, and is supported by, the following ministry groups that contribute to the 
overall hospitality and needs of our community: 
 
- African Fellowship: Active at ACP for 15 years, weekly meetings (Sundays). 
- Filipino Fellowship: Active at ACP for 30 years, weekly meetings (Sundays). 
- Lay Care Team: Provides congregational support and assists with New-Member orientations. 
- Men's Ministry: Meets weekly (off-site). 
- The Movie Group: Established in 1995, monthly meetings. 
- The Knitting Group: Meets Monday evenings, all levels and handiworks welcome.  
- The Multicultural Couples Group: Monthly potlucks, plus special celebrations and topics throughout the 

year.  
- Prayer Chain: A dedicated team of prayer warriors that pray daily for the requests/concerns from our 

community.  
- Women's Ministry: Meets monthly and also hosts an annual Women's Retreat.  
 
 
As you can see, there are many programs and activities at ACP that foster our faith community. The 
Community Life Board is blessed to play a role in that endeavor.  
 

 
“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 

Colossians 3:14 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Mary Hovind-Gay 
Community Life Chair, 2016 
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Property Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: William Johnston 

Vice Chair: vacant 

Pastoral Liaison: Scott Herr 

Committee Members: Daniel Grout, Tom Wilscam  
 
 
The Property Committee is pleased to submit its annual report on work completed and planned within the 

Property Committee budget and the ACP 160 project’s budget. 

 

2016 budget 

- Equip the Thurber Room with an audio-video system to enhance conferences in this room - done 
- Hire a surveyor to have exact dimensions of the building - done 
- Contract with an architect to study the installation of a platform for universal access - done 
- General maintenance of our boilers during the summer and replacement of old parts - done 
- Submit plans to the administration for the universal access and obtain authorization to go ahead - done 
- Request the removal of the RIA (fire hoses) and replace them with a dry pipe fire hydrant system 

and obtain authorization to do so - done 
- Maintenance of the building to keep common and private spaces in good condition - done 

 

Future projects 

- Create a universal access toilet on the ground floor 
- Replace the main entrance door to the reception to make it universally accessible. 
- Build storage cupboards in the gym. 
- Install the new platform for universal access. 
- Install a dry pipe fire hydrant system in the Jean Nicot stair case. 
- Chapel sound-insulation (study) 
- Pleyel piano restauration 
- Replace/protect the windows in the gymnasium. 
- Renovate the basement hallway floor (study) 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Property Committee. 
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Communications Committee Report 

2016 

Chair: Pierre-Charles Rupin 

Vice Chair: MaryClaire King 

Pastoral Liaison: Scott Herr 

Committee Members: Alison Benney, Genie Godula, John Newman, Eloïse Brink, LaRae McKinney, Teri 

Lee Valluy 

 
Committee Missions Statement 
Internally strong, externally focused. Spread the Shalom of God to the city of Paris.  

Committee Objective  
To increase understanding and participation in ACP’s mission through gathering, processing and 
disseminating information about church activities, membership and community needs.  
 
We are responsible for the ACP website, Spire newsletter, What’s On calendar, ACP Today radio broadcast, 
social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), streaming video, eTapestry congregational database, 
Sunday Sermon recordings, and for implementing the ACP style guidelines in all ACP communications. We 
also support congregational and community outreach through the Sunday bulletin, brochures, ads, 
advertising and media, as well as coordinate all of ACP’s publicity.  
 
2016 Accomplishments  

 Continued updating mobile app and website with church content and events 

 Continued leveraging social media channels 

 Created a template and guidelines for promotional flyer/posters  

 Cataloged all ACP photos and started an official photo library  

 Continued to produce and broadcast ACP Today (bi-monthly radio show) 

 Continued to design and publish monthly ACP Spire magazine  

 Continued to assist in production of weekly Sunday service bulletins  

 Continued to send out eTapestry email blasts and What’s On updates  

 Continued to audio record all Sunday Sermons and video record all Thurber Thursday sessions with 

links provided on website and in app  

2017 goals 

 Strengthen internal communication 

 Build a top-notch social media strategy 

 Increase the potential of Spire 

 Make our communication base healthy 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pierre-Charles Rupin with MaryClaire King 

 


