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By the Rev. Dr. Jeff Powell 

Visiting Pastor  

Last Chance Talk 

I recently attended my 50th reunion of the Class of1967 at 

Hope College in Holland, Michigan, USA. I found it hard 

to believe that I was that old. It seems that it was only 

yesterday that I was a university student exploring Paris 

with my copy in hand of Arthur Frommer's 1964 

guidebook Europe on $5 A Day. Now, that has really 

changed.  

Anyway, someone suggested that theme of the reunion 

should be "Getting together to see who's falling apart." I 

am thankful not to be falling apart yet and in relatively 

good health. I thoroughly enjoyed reminiscing with my 

classmates about our student days. One of the popular 

traditions at Hope College was that the student body 

voted every year to select a professor to give a "Last 

Chance Talk." What would the professor share with the 

students if this were his or her last chance to address the 

academic community? We all listened 

expectantly and intently. 

Jesus gave a "Last Chance Talk" to his 

students (disciples) at the time of his 

ascension to heaven and it's recorded 

in Matthew 28:16-20. 

'And Jesus came and said to them, 

"All authority in heaven and earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And, 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

This passage is known as the "Great Commission" because 

Jesus is commissioning his disciples to go into all the 

world and make disciples. This is not the "Great 

Suggestion" or even still worse, "The Great Omission" of 

the Church. It is a mandate, a marching order from the 

Risen Lord that is to be faithfully realized through us. 

Actually the "Great Commission" is sandwiched between a 

great affirmation on one hand and a great promise on the 

other. 

The great affirmation: ñAll authority in the universe has 

been given to me,ò is a cosmic statement of the supreme 

and universal Lordship of Jesus. Early Christians 

confessed at their baptism that Jesus Christ is Lord. The 

Great Commission flows out of that great affirmation. 

Notice the linking word ñtherefore.ò 

There is only one imperative verb in the Great 

Commission, and that is the verb ñmake disciples.ò In 

Greek ñgoò is here expressed as a present participle and 

should be translated ñTherefore, as you are going, make 

disciples of all nations.ò  So the emphasis is not on the 

going but on the making of disciples. The word disciple 

means an apprentice, an understudy, or a student. So 

Jesus is saying that as the 11 disciples have apprenticed 

themselves to him and learned from him in the past three 

years, now they are to invite the Gentiles, the nations, to 

also do the same. 

How are they to do that? By baptizing them in the name of 

the triune God and by teaching them to obey all that Jesus 

commanded. It is in the community of the baptized, the 

Church, that we learn what it is to be an apprentice to 

Jesus and to grow into the mission and purpose of Jesus. 

Matthew chapters 5-8, the Sermon on 

the Mount, give a good summary of 

what Jesus commanded of us. I 

encourage you to take time to 

meditate on this description of what it 

means to be a Jesus-follower. 

Finally, we come to the great promise. 

ñAnd, remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age." Jesus promises his 

empowering Spirit, his presence, to us, his Church. This is 

a promise that we can claim if we are seeking to obey 

Jesus, to be his disciples, who invite others to be his 

disciples with us. 

This ñLast Chance Talkò of Jesus is amazingly 

comprehensive. ñAll authority has been given to 

me. Therefore, make disciples of all peoples... teaching 

them to obey everything that I have taught. And 

remember, I am with you alwaysé.ò 

On the Way with Jesus, 

Jeff 
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Prayer Chain Team 
 

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?  

If so, please forward your prayer by e-mail to prayerrequests@acparis.org.  
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.  

Prayer is powerful. We are here for you. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀ tǊŀȅŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  

aŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ 

Bible readings for June 
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PRAY 
Congregational conversation summary  

By the Rev. Tim Vance 

Associate Pastor 

Remember, remember, rememberé ñDo not forget 

the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from 

your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 

children and to their children after themò - 

Deuteronomy 4:9. The command to remember the 

faithfulness of God and his mighty acts are repeated 

again and again throughout the biblical story. 

This is one of the primary reasons that we decided to 

have a congregational conversation about our most 

significant experiences of God here at ACP (and 

beyond). We wanted to remember and 

retell our stories of experiencing Godôs 

shalom - peace, belonging, welcome - so 

that our faith might be encouraged.  

Following our small group conversations 

from 26 March, we gathered a small 

group of leaders together to listen to the 

summaries of what everyone shared. This 

group included MaryClaire King, 

Ashleigh Searle, Camille Sowder, Noah 

Genovesi, and myself.  

While reviewing our stories, listening for words, 

themes, and ideas that stood out, we identified three 

primary areas where people had significant 

experiences of God: Worship, Community 

(experiences of home, welcome, care, belonging, and 

connection), and Service.  

But there was one larger theme that stood out for us 

that connected all the various stories together. And 

this theme was PRAYER. So we began to wonder if 

perhaps God was simply inviting us as a church to 

explore the many life-giving ways that we can 

encounter God through prayer.  

Ashleigh Searle, Christian Education chair, put it well 

when she said, ñWe gathered together to have 

conversations with each other, and discovered Godôs 

invitation to be in conversation with him as well.ò  

But perhaps we should note that this invitation to 

pray might be met with either excitement or anxiety, 

depending upon our experiences and expectations. 

Perhaps prayer has been narrowly defined as waking 

up really earlier and praying for long periods of time. 

This prayer practice can be very meaningful for many, 

but what if itôs not practical or life-giving for you?  

Are there prayer exercises for night owls or people 

with a short attention span? What about prayer for 

busy parents or kids? What about for extroverts or 

introverts or skeptics?  

Christian history offers us plenty of 

options. Prayer can be alone or it can be 

done together with other people. Prayer 

can be our own words or questions or 

the words and questions of Scripture. 

We can pray together the words of 

other Christians around the world and 

throughout time, who have wrestled 

with articulating their faith, fears, and 

desires in prayer. Prayer can be rest, it can be 

movement, it can be music, it can be silence, it can be 

more than any of us have imagined.  

But whatever practices of prayer we experiment with, 

it is important to remember, remember, remember 

the faithfulness and mighty acts of God. The power to 

strengthen and transform us and our church is solely 

in Godôs hands and not dependent upon how much or 

how well or how often we pray.  

I once heard another pastor say, ñWe PRAY because 

we donôt have to pray in order to be loved and 

welcomed by God.ò This may be a good place to start 

as we explore what it means to pray.  

5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǊ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ - 5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ пΥфΦ  
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On 16 June we return to the Abbaye-Fleury, a historic Benedictine 
monestary on the banks of the Loire about two hours from Paris. The 
theme of the retreat will be "Companions on the Inner Way," and will 
be led by Visiting Pastor Jeff Powell and Alba Powell. The retreat will 
explore how we as a community of Christ-followers share in the daily 
rhythm of life that is immersed in prayer, Bible reading and 
reflection, and spiritual fellowship.  

The primary focus of the retreat will be restorative and 
contemplative, in keeping with the Monasteryôs stated purpose: The monastery welcomes those in search of 
silence to recover in the presence of God, find themselves, listen to Godôs words, living in the community and at 
their own pace, in a climate of recollection. All will be encouraged to take part in the daily prayer ñOfficesò of the 
monks of the Abbaye.  

There will also be some optional time for shared reflection, scheduled so as not to 
conflict with the services of the Abbaye, and to allow ample free time. The retreat 
is limited to a maximum of 36 people, with 12 single rooms and 12 rooms with 

two beds. The cost is 125ú per person, which includes two nightsô lodging and six 

meals (Friday dinner through Sunday lunch).  Registration deadline is 7 June. 

For further information, contact Sue Orsoni at susanorsoni@gmail.com, visit the 
sign-up table in the Theater during coffee hour after services, or see the ACP 
website for updated information.  

Annual ACP spring retreat for adults 

16-18 June 

Companions on the Inner Way  

Sunday Womenôs Potluck Fellowship 

Sunday, 11 June 

12h15-13h30, Thurber Room 

hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мм WǳƴŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΗ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǉƻǘ-ƭǳŎƪ 
ƭǳƴŎƘΦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΦ !ƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΤ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ƻƪŀȅ---ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗ  

CǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  
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Fountain of youth 
ministry - jump in! 
By Revs. Doug and Jodi Fondell  
Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

We've had a wonderful spring with the youth and young 
adults at ACP. They are a great group to spend time with 
and we're thankful that we have been called to lead these 
ministries for a season. 

One of the main responsibilities of job is to recruit and 
nurture volunteer leaders who can assist us in the role of 
mentoring and providing leadership and care to the youth 
of our church. Youth ministry is not a solitary task and 

because kids come 
with varying 
personalities, so 
should our leadership. 

We've been blessed 
with an amazing crew 
of volunteers this year 
but as is often the case 
at ACP, we are having 
to bid many of them 

farewell this spring. One of these amazing youth leaders 
is Savannah Prince. She comments, ñBeing a youth leader 
made me feel part of the ACP family straight away. I 
walked into church the week after joining and kids and 
their parents came to ask how my week had been. Being a 
youth leader in your spare time allows you to really be an 
active part of the church. To not just see each other but 
know each other. No matter how far from home you are 
or how long you're staying; be it a few months or a year. 
Giving your spare time to youth group or any activity at 
church will pay back in multitudes. I made a family and 
found my place here in Paris.ò  

Long-time youth leader Matt Brown believes that leading 
youth group is a chance to deepen your own faith. He 
says, ñTo lead requires you to learn more about what you 
believe and why you believe it. Then to help young people 
do the same.  

Volunteering with 
the youth group 
was never 
something I 
thought I would 
do, but it has 
become one of the 
highlights of my 

week for years. In guiding others in their faith, your own 
faith is challenged and grows. This is one of the most 
dynamic groups in our church. A place to challenge each 
other, to work through and explore questions of our faith 
together. Why is leading youth group a good way to spend 
your time? You have a chance to deepen your faith.ò  

Finding a place of belonging, being more fully known not 
just seen, deepening your faith, exploring questions of 
faith: These are fantastic benefits of being a youth leader! 
In addition to all that, you get to build relationships with 
some of the most fantastic, fun, and thoughtful human 

beings at ACP. 

We know that youth ministry at ACP 
is highly valued, but we need you to 
know that youth ministry at ACP 
cannot thrive without volunteer 
leaders. Perhaps you think you could 
never be a youth leader because you 
are too old. Doug and I have proven 
that you are never too old to be 

involved in youth ministry. And I have to say, it's like 
drinking from the fountain of youth! Yes, volunteering 
with youth ministry requires a commitment of time and 
energy. But you will find that while you might be a bit 
tired at the end of Sundays, you are fully energized by the 
energy and joy of the youth.  

So whether you've been pondering volunteering but are 
just having trouble taking the next step, or you've never 
really thought about it but are now interested, please do 
speak with Jodi or Doug. You just never know. It might 
turn out to be the most energizing, growth-producing 
blessing you've ever received.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΗ 
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Originating in Left Bank studios in 1895, the Atelier Concert Series became part of the cultural 

activities at the American Church in Paris during the early 1930s. These concerts provide a 

performance opportunity in Paris for talented musicians of all nationalities. 

A different program is offered each Sunday evening at 17h00, September through November and 

January through June. There is no admission fee, but a free-will offering is taken at the door to 

support the series. For the schedule of concerts, see http://acparis.org  

3ÕÎÄÁÙ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ  

Sunday 4 June 17h00 

Angela KRAFT CROSS ï organ 

Sunday 11 June 17h00 

Amaya DOMINGUEZ ï mezzo soprano; 
Stephen LANCASTER ï baritone; 
LAURE COLLADANT ï piano 

Sunday 18 June 17h00 

Janis BILHAUT ï piano;  
Sara CHENAL ï violin;  
Nicolas GALIERE ï viola;  
Valerie KOHLRUSCH ï cello 

Sunday 25 June 17h00 

Anders Gabriel SUNDSTR¥M ï piano 
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ñTime flies when youôre having fun,ò they say, and the months have 
certainly flown by! Itôs hard to believe that Iôve already been at ACP more 
than nine months and my time is coming to a close. The Young Adults 
finish on 6 June, the Youth Group end-of-the-year party is on 11 June, 
and while we have a few things planned for summer programing there 
will be a large shift in people as families move and students travel. So it 
certainly feels like my time is winding down. My flight back to the US on 
27 July is looming closer and closer. 

More than once, youth and congregants have asked me if I have 
considered staying on longer at ACP. Of course I have. Need you ask? 
With all the transition the Youth and Young Adults ministries have 

experienced this year, 
I feel terrible being 
yet another person in 
the revolving door. I 
deeply wish I could 
stay to give 
consistency and 
stability. I wish I 
could continue 
pouring into these 
brilliant youth and 
fervent young adults. 

But sadly, I have 
always known this could only be a yearôs stay. The government is 
conspiring against me (i.e., my visa is running out), and I must return to 
Princeton Seminary and complete my Masters. I will graduate in May 
2018, Lord-willing, and I hope to continue on for a PhD in Early 
Christianity. I would deeply appreciate your prayers for Godôs guidance, 
provision, and encouragement over the next year.  

One thing I am realizing throughout this process is that as much as I 
would like to be a stable presence for somebody else, only God can be that 
fully consistent presence. God is the only one who remains with us 

Winding to a close 
By Emily Chesley  

Youth and Young Adult Intern 

through heartbreaking goodbyes, 
unexpected moves, and challenging 
losses. I would not have survived this year 
without Godôs strength, comfort, and love 
- expressed oftentimes through all of you. 
And I know that the same God will be 
with the youth and the young adults when 
I leave. He will encourage them, rejoice 
with them, cry with them, and continue 
drawing them towards Himself.  

God has already provided by bringing 
Jodi and Doug as interim pastors for 
these groups. God has further provided by 
lining up a new seminary intern, Jake van 
Asten, and his wife Tricia, who will be a 
blessing to this community. And I am 
confident that God has provided in even 
more ways, which He will reveal at exactly 
the right time. 

This doesnôt mean leaving is easy. Far 
from it. But know that I will treasure my 
relationship with each of you, and know 
that I will be 
praying for Godôs 
best for ACP. (But 
we donôt need to 
say goodbye just 
yet. Weôve still got 
the summer!) 

 

.ǳǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻƴ ƛǘǎ 
ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ  

 - WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нфΥт 
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The ACP is making a difference in Paris and around the world. You can participate through praying for our missions, 

serving in the local missions, going on a mission trip, or making a financial gift to the church. Your involvement and 

support make all the difference. Contact us at missionoutreach@acparis.org  

Local missions 

Homeless Ministry: 

ACP Young Adults 
distribute food every 
Saturday around Paris 
through the Breakfast 
and Sandwich 
Ministries. 

Serve the City Paris: 

Monday through Friday, 
ACP volunteers 
distribute leftover food 
donated by Pr°t ¨ 
Manger to those hungry 
and in need in Paris. 
Other activities, too, 

depending on seasonal needs identified. 

Friday Mission Lunch: In partnership with the American 
Cathedral, volunteers provide a hot nutritious sit-down 
meal at the Cathedral every Friday to those in need. 

Foyer de Grenelle: A Christian-inspired Paris social 
center where volunteers provide meals for the needy, 
assistance to the unemployed, tutoring for children, 
French lessons, legal help and mailing addresses for 
immigrants. 

Tiffany Musica: ACP singers and musicians bring the joy 
of live music into places where it is not usually performed: 
where meals are served to the homeless, and in rest 
homes, hospitals and prisons. 

March® de No±l: Christmas gift items are sold at this 
market held annually at the ACP in early November. 
Proceeds go to benefit ACP missions. 

Love in a Box: Organized by the American Cathedral, the 
ACP participates in this program through which 
Christmas gifts are delivered to underprivileged children 
in France and Europe. 

Refugee Ministry: Every other Wednesday afternoon free 
individual consultation is provided for people facing 
difficulties such as immigration, getting papers, divorce 
and apartment problems. 

SOS Help: An English-language telephone crisis line - 
compassionate, anonymous and non-judgmental help is 
provided daily by trained volunteers recruited semi-
annually. 

Paris Prison Ministry: ACP members accompany prison 
chaplains to attend worship services in prisons around 
Paris. 

Global missions: our missionaries 

Patti Lafage in Uganda, with the Rafiki Foundation: 

Patti and other missionaries in the Rafiki Training 
Village provide homes, Christian education and 
healthcare for over 100 abandoned and orphaned 
children in Uganda. 

Anna Cobbinah in Ghana, of The Living Truth 

Foundation: Anna evangelizes in the prisons, schools 
and hospitals in south-central Ghana, where she 
preaches and conducts Disciple Bible Study classes. 

Destiny Ryales in Ghana, of Excellence Computer 

Technology Foundation: Destiny trains teachers who 
offer free computer literacy lessons to school children 
in villages. 

Other global missions 

Kingôs Garden Childrenôs Home in the Philippines: 

ACP supports this orphanage through prayers, 
shipments of clothing, school supplies and toys, and 
university endowments. 

Cameroonian Presbyterian Church: The ACP 
donates financially to help in the construction of this 
church in North Douala, which houses a 500-member 
congregation. 

Mission trips 

Youth Mission Trip: ACP youth travel annually to 
locations in Europe or Africa to participate in mission 
work.  

Habitat for Humanity: This ACP partner organization 
seeks to eliminate poverty housing and provide decent 
shelter. ACP sends teams every year to locations in 
Europe to build or renovate houses.  

Mission Outreach Committee 
Loving our neighbors as ourselves 
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Iôm a sucker for infant and child baptisms. The 
little ones dressed in their finery, the proud 
parents and families, the holy act of 
acknowledging that this child was created to 
be a part of Christôs Body on earth - I love 
every minute. But the moment that always gets 

me misty is when the pastor brings the child up and 
down the aisle of the sanctuary to present them to 
their new church family. We, the congregation, get a 
chance to ñoohò and ñaahò at the bundle of cuteness, 
but more importantly, we get to see up close our 
new brother or sister in Christ. And then we 
promise, with one voice, to help the childôs parents 
to raise them in the faith, to demonstrate through 
our love and care the ways of Jesus Christ, to take a serious interest 
in the spiritual welfare of the newly baptized child. 

As the mother of two young children myself, I cannot adequately 
express the deep gratitude I hold for our church familyôs role in Josie 
and Benôs lives. They benefit enormously from your love and care, 
and Jonathan and I benefit from knowing that we are not walking the 
challenging path of parenting alone.  

As the Director of Childrenôs ministries, I, along with our Childrenôs 
Worship volunteers, am privileged to remember and to live out the 
baptismal promises that I have made to the children and families of 
our church to nurture and care for their young ones every week. 

But what we in Childrenôs Worship do is only one of the ways that we 
can care for the young people of this church. My infant son is just one 
of the many babies and toddlers who benefit from the loving care of 

Pamela Gonder and the 
nursery staff each Sunday. In 
this crucial ministry, children 
form their earliest memories 
of church as a place where 
they feel safe, loved, and cared 
for. We in Childrenôs Worship 
have the opportunity to build 
on these foundations through 
our Sunday worship times, as 
well as special programs like 

Remembering our promises 
By Allison Wheeler, 

Childrenôs Ministry Director 

Vacation Bible School. And as the children 
grow into teenagers and young adults, our 
wonderful youth ministry team is there to 
guide them through the difficult years of 
adolescence. With patience and love, they 
welcome their questions and give space for 

the deeper spiritual discernment that 
happens with growing maturity. 

Each of these ministries (the nursery, 
Childrenôs Worship, and youth group) 
is in need of people in our 
congregation - people of different ages, 
backgrounds, and abilities- to invest 
their time and talents into these 

programs, to walk alongside these babies, 
children, and youth. In other words, we 
need folks to remember the promises that 
they made to these children in their 
baptisms. On behalf of myself, Pamela, and 
Pastors Jodi and Doug, I ask that you 
prayerfully consider how you can be 
nurturing the faith of this next generation of 
church leaders. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΗ 

±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΥ нм-нр !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ фƘ-мнƘ  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όŀƎŜǎ о-млύ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ŏƻƻƭ .ƛōƭŜ-ǝƳŜǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŘǊŀƳŀǎΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ƘƛƎƘ-ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǧŀōƭŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎκǾōǎΦ ! нр-ŜǳǊƻ ŦŜŜ ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊ ŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎǿƻǊǎƘƛǇϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
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Body of Christ: Whatôs up in Paris 
By MaryClaire King 

Liturgy and religiosity 

The theme of the 64th annual Week of Liturgical Studies at 
the Institute of Orthodox Theology of Saint-Serge will be 
Liturgy and Religiosity. These academic meetings came out 
of a desire for dialogue among Christians that focuses on 
what unites rather than what divides them. The speakers, 
from a variety of denominations, are invited to present 
biblical, patristic or liturgical theological research in an 
ecumenical climate of dialogue. 

26-29 June, Institute of Orthodox Theology Saint-
Serge, 93, rue de Crim®e, 75019 Paris. For registration and 
information: http://www.saint-serge.net.  

! ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊƛǎΦ !ƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ  

50 years of interfaith dialogue 

A two-day conference to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Institute of Science and Theology of Religions 
of Paris. Theologians, historians, philosophers, and 
representatives of all major world religions will: 

Å retrace the great religious dynamics of the past half century 

Å identify historical cuts in the priorities of theological and 
pastoral responses 

Å address the acuteness of the question of the interpretation 
of conciliar sources of interreligious dialogue. 

7-8 June, Institut Catholique de Paris, 21 rue de Assas, 
75006 Paris. For tickets and further information: www.icp.fr 
(under Agenda). 

ACAT vigil against torture 

For the last 12 years, on 26 June, thousands of Christians in 
France and around the world unite in a prayer vigil to support 
the victims of torture with the hope of faith. ACAT (Action of 
Christians against Torture) also invites participants to send 
messages to ten victims of torture.  Whether in Mexico, 
Palestine or Djibouti, these people have been beaten, tortured, 
or imprisoned for their commitment to human rights and 
protection of the poor. 

For more information, go to: http://www.nuitdesveilleurs.com. 

ол Ҍ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇΥ т ŀƴŘ нм WǳƴŜ ŀǘ нлƘ 
 

If you are roughly 30 or older and want to grow spiritually, you are invited to join the new 30+ small group! 

We meet on Wednesdays, twice a month for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship.  

Just come as you are! More information at thirtyplus@acparis.org.  
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By Karen Albrecht 

Moonlight mixer 

Linking l'Institut de 
France on the Left 
Bank with the Louvre 
on the Right Bank, 
the Pont des Arts 
footbridge 
symbolically connects literature with the visual arts. 
Each month, on the night of the full moon, the bridge 
is awash in far less linear cultural connections, as 
genial toastmaster Bob Mohl sets up his telescope, and 
a not-quite-random mix of Paris residents and passers-
by gathers to admire the rising moon and to swap tales 
of their travels and travails, amid shared snacks, slices 
of saucisson and sips from plastic cups. Every month 
(weather permitting) on or around the date of the full 
moon. 
www.meetup.com/Paris-Full-Moon-Picnic-Group 

Multifarious 
megamix  

For 35 years now 
Paris's F°te de la 
Musique has been 
turning the 
longest day of the 
year into a 
gigantic symphony 
bringing together 
musicians of all 
genres and wildly 
varying levels of 
skill. The festival 
emphasizes the staggering array of cultures and 
traditions represented in this most international of 
cities. Concerts both organized and the opposite spill 
out across roads, bridges, public spaces, restaurants 
and caf®s in a joyful cacophony that lasts well into the 
shortest night of the year. Got a guitar? Go for it! 21 
June, 
http://fetedelamusique.culturecommunication.gouv.fr 

Whatôs up in 

Building 
bridges 

The Paris-based 
Organisation for 
Economic Co-
operation and 
Development is 
devoting its 
annual Forum to 
the theme of 

"bridging divides," looking at how to close the gaps 
between young and old, rich and poor, urban and rural, 
analog and digital, and even human and robot. A packed 
roster of thought-provoking presentations and workshops 
will touch on health, civic engagement, green finance, 
inclusive entrepreneurship and even a fun foray into 
virtual reality. Members of the public can request a free 
invitation.  6-7 June, www.oecd.org/forum 

Caribbean crossroads 

The exuberant "Jamaica 
Jamaica!" exhibition at La 
Philharmonie explores the 
nation's unique musical 
heritage, from origin-mixing 
traditions brought by African 
slaves with colonial culture, 
through the highly 
idiosyncratic genesis of 
reggae and the island's other 
distinctive musical genres, 
absorbing influences from 
Cuba and other neighboring 
countries. Perhaps the most iconic moment: footage of 
Bob Marley bringing two bitter political rivals on stage and 
literally joining their hands in a plea for unity. And the 
most infectious: video of a fierce "dancehall" competition 
taking pelvic gyrations to near-Olympic levels of 
acrobatics ð and theatrics.  
Until 13 August, http://philharmoniedeparis.fr 

Islamic 
icebreaker 

The "Rock the 
Kasbah" festival 
at the Institut 
des Cultures de 
l'Islam is 
featuring a 
deliberately and 
deliciously 
diverse sampling 
of often 
improbable 

offerings, ranging from iconoclastic contemporary art to 
the alternative Uyghur musical scene in China, via 
Syrian poetry and Franco-Arabic karaoke, heavy metal, 
and hip-hop. And to celebrate Ramadan: traditional 
storytelling, whirling dervishes and a tribute to the 
queen of the heartrending love song, the unforgettable 
Oum Kalsoum. Until 30 July, www.institut-cultures-
islam.org  

June event listings 

ϭ .ŜǘƘ [ŜǎǎŜǊ  

Uniting in diversity 
- Solidays 

Musicians of all stripes 
come from the four 
corners of the globe 
for this boisterous 
blockbuster of an 
outdoor festival, all in 
aid of the 37 million people worldwide who are living with 
HIV-AIDS. Thousands of up-for-it music and dance fans 
gather to bask in the dizzying array of acts, from reggae 
legends Toots and the Maytals to soulful French 
songstress Imany, US hip-hop heroes House of Pain and 
Italian electro phenomenon The Bloody Beetroots. This 
year's edition will help fund a taboo-free youth 
community center in Togo, and housing assistance for 
mothers with HIV in Paris. 23-25 June at the Longchamps 
racecourse, www.solidays.org  

ϪŘŜŀŘǎŜǊǇŜƴǘǎ  

ϭ .ŜǊŀƴƎŜǊ .ŀȊƛƴ 
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Life at Deep Griha 
By Pascale Deforge 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎΚ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ƳŜǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ .ƭŀōƭŀŎŀǊ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ 
ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ŜŜǇ DǊƛƘŀ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 
!ƊŜǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎΗ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ƛƴΣ Ƴȅ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŜŀǾȅΗ L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ tǳƴŜΦ L 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ƛƴ 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ hY ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ tǳƴŜ - ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦΦΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǊƛŎƪǎŀǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭǳƳ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜŜǇ DǊƛƘŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ό5D{ύ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƴǳǘǊƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ /ƘƛƭŘΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ 
²ƻƳŜƴ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΤ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ ϧ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜΤ 
5ƛǎƘŀ όIL±κ!L5{ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎύΤ ŀƴŘ wǳǊŀƭ 
9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭǳƳǎ ƻŦ tǳƴŜΣ LƴŘƛŀϥǎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
ŎƛǘȅΣ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мслƪƳ ŦǊƻƳ aǳƳōŀƛΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ !/t ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎκŘŜŜǇ-
ƎǊƛƘŀ-ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻǊ ǿǿǿΦŘŜŜǇƎǊƛƘŀΦƻǊƎΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ϦƭƛǧƭŜ ǎƴƻǿōŀƭƭϦ ǎǘŀǊǘǳǇΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ōȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŬǾŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
ōȅ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ wŀƧŜǎǊŜŜΣ ор 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ϧŀ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŜƭǇ ƘŜǊΦϦ 

hǳǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŬǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎƻƻŘ
-ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŬƴŘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳǎȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΦ 5ŜŜǇ DǊƛƘŀ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴΦ IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƴƻǿōŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƛƎ ƻƴŜΗ  

Whatôs going on? Tune in: ACP Today 

Have you tuned in to ACP Today, the American Church in Parisô radio show yet? Join us on 
Mondays at 20h45 ï this month on 5 and 19 June. The 45-minute program is an exciting 
and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon highlights, and discussion on hot topics.  

Weôre at 100.7 FM, Radio Fr®quence Protestante, and we broadcast especially for friends 
who may be housebound or who would simply like more devotional time on a Monday 
evening. Donôt like the radio? Listen online at http://frequenceprotestante.com or tune in 
at your leisure via the ACP website. 

Friends and visitors, what better way to keep in touch with the ACP family and learn about the latest ACP news? All 
our shows are downloaded within 48 hours to our website, at www.acparis.org/acptoday. Faith Talk from Paris ï itôs 
a kind of souvenir that never gets old. 

If you have any questions, comments, ideas or would like to contribute to the show, be sure to contact us at 
acptoday@acparis.org.  
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I would like to share three comments on the text of 
Hebrews 13: 3. 

First: ñthose who are in prisonéò  

It does not specify Christians who are in prison, even 
though a large number of believers and witnesses have 
been in prison, as we all know: Joseph, Jeremiah, Paul, 
Silas, and through the centuries, countless martyrs: 
Georges Fox, Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King, and many 
others.  

It does not say the innocent among the inmates. It says, 
"those who are in prison": innocent and guilty, good and 
bad. All without distinction. It is not the 
quality of the person that counts, it is the 
condition of being a prisoner. The prisoner as 
a person. It is he who is the object of the 
memory of the Church.  

Everything must be done so that churches 
recognize and assume this task: to remember 
those who are in prison. The Church must 
understand the overall task of chaplains in the 
prison. 

Second: Rememberé  

The memory. We know the central role it plays in the 
Bible. The entire story of salvation is contained, 
summarized, recounted, and repeated in the memory of 
the Church. Israel must remember the Exodus, and the 
Easter liturgy is there every year to help the memory of 
Israel.  

Also in the Christian Church, the Lord's Supper is 
celebrated in memory ï to remember the cross and the 
resurrection of Jesus. Each Christian holiday is a 
memorial: from the birth of Christ to our worship, of the 
transfiguration, Good Friday, Easter, the Ascension, and 
Pentecost.  

So the memory of the Church is a privileged place. 
Augustine called it the true temple of God. In this holy 
place, in this sanctuary, there is room for those who are 
in prison.  

What does this mean? 

It means do not reject or cast off the prisoners. Those in 
prison are already social outcasts. Forgotten people. 
Prison is like being buried. The memory of the Church 
must rise against this.  

It also means to remember the prisoners in prayer. 
Bonhoeffer wrote in a letter from prison in 1944: "For me, 
it has often been a great relief to think, in the evening, of 
all those who I know intercede for me, whether children 
or adults. And I am sure I owe a lot of protection in my 
life to the prayers of people known and unknown."  

To "remember", in the sanctuary of the memory, means 
to pray. 

Third: é as if you were prisoners with them.  

This is the Christian memory. It is woven memories of 
solidarity; a support network. This is not a memory that 

keeps its distance. On the contrary, it is a 
memory that connects, unites, and 
strengthens.  

George Fox, the founder of the Quakers, who 
was imprisoned repeatedly, recounts in his 
diary that when a "friend" was put in jail, 
immediately 10, 20, 30 "friends" went to the 
judge and asked to be jailed also. 

To remember means to make yourself 
present. A memory that becomes a presence. 
"As if you were prisoners with them": We are 

not, even we chaplains. But we are there, as a presence, 
not an absence. We are in fact the presence of God, so to 
speak, the memory of the Church. We lend our bodies 
and your souls to make this memory present.  

This is the message of this Gospel text.  

In the sanctuary of the memory, where the Church 
remembers God and his great works, it also remembers 
those who are in prison, and this memory is against 
social rejection; it becomes prayer and presence.  

Beloved of God, I came to wake you up today and also to 
thank you for having encouraged Carolyn Bouazouni to 
join us in this service. We ask for your support, especially 
in prayer, because our task is difficult. 

Thank you for this opportunity and may God bless you 
all!  

Remember those who are in prison as if you were prisoners with them. (Heb. 13:3) 
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