
THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
13 February 2022, 11h00

Welcome to this service of worship

We are happy you are here! Although we are slowly removing Covid restrictions, we

ask that you continue to wear your mask while indoors. Creation Care is important

to us, so please take or recycle your bulletin at the end of the service.

The congregation’s spoken words are in bold and the sung words are in bold italics

You are invited to rise in body or in spirit when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude Toccata and Fugue in D minor J.S. Bach

Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Call to Worship (Psalm 3) Kate Snipes

O Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me! Many

are saying of me, “God will not deliver her.”

But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, the One

who lifts my head high. I call out to the Lord, and God

answers me from the holy mountain.

I lie down and sleep;  I wake again, because the Lord sustains me. And

so I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.

Arise, Lord! Deliver us our God!

Hymn No. 298 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy tune: IN BABILONE

Prayer of Common Confession Kate Snipes

Dear God, we confess that we suffer alone. Our hearts swell

with fears, our minds race with worry. We are exhausted by

personal challenges. We are drained by the soul-sucking

divisions that have become the norm. And, we confess, our

suffering grows due to our silence. You call us to confess

faults and share burdens, but we choose to soldier on alone

and never risk vulnerability. Forgive us. Crack us open.

Teach us again to divide our heavy load and trust others for

help. (Time of silent prayer)



Words of Assurance

Friends, our hope is in our God who suffered, was abandoned, knows the

pain of trauma… And yet lives and loves and forgives and heals.

Thanks be to God, our suffering savior.

Gloria Patri

Anthem       Amani Utupe (Grant us peace, give us courage) Patsy Simms

Youth Choirs   Sara Barton, director

As we travel down this weary road, Amani utupe na ustawi.

We need strength to carry on our load. Amani utupe na ustawi.

Grant us peace, give us courage. Amani utupe na ustawi.

Road is rocky and the way is dark, Amani utupe na ustawi.

Ev’ry road has a different fork. Amani utupe na ustawi.

Grant us peace, give us courage. Amani utupe na ustawi.

Children’s Blessing Allison Wheeler

Children may come forward for a pastoral blessing and then go to their worship space.

Passing of the Peace

Receiving New Members Doug Fondell

Margaret Leigh Sinrod

All: Amid all the diversity of this congregation… of race, of

language, and of culture… and with a rich history of faith

traditions from which we have come, we celebrate our unity in

Christ Jesus. We rejoice that we now join together on this

journey of grace and faith. Amen.



Musical Meditation                     Grazioso Georg Philipp Telemann

(verse for meditation: John 14:18: “I will not leave you comfortless.”)

The Celebration Ringers

Sermon series: Post-Pandemic Me

Sermon Undoing the Aloneness Paul Rock

(Matthew 2:13-14, 19-21, page 784 in the pew Bibles)

A Moment of Reflection and Ringing of the Bells

We Respond and Are Sent into the World

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Don Lee

We bring our struggles, celebrations, and gifts to God.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Call for Offering Don Lee

Offertory Solo Benedictus Joseph Haydn

Jennifer Young, soloist

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication Doug Fondell

Hymn God, We Walk Through Death’s Deep Valley

tune: HYFRYDOL (“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”)

text: verses 1 & 3, © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette;

verse 2, © 2022 by Fred Gramann

God, we walk through death's deep valley,

Where such grief and pain abound.

In the midst of so much sorrow,

Where, we ask, can you be found?



Where are hope and reassurance?

Who will take away our fear?

God, we trust your presence with us:

In our sorrow, you are here.

“Do not fear, for I am with you;

I’m your God. Be not dismayed.

With my right hand I’ll uphold you,

Strengthen you; come to your aid.”

God is faithful in our journeys,

Through life's storms God will provide

When our burdens seem too heavy

‘Neath God’s wings we shall abide.

We hold onto what you promise:

Earth and heav'n will be made new.

Then your home will be among us;

We will always dwell with you.

There will be no sound of weeping;

You will wipe away each tear.

God, we trust your promise to us:

Now and always, you are here.

Benediction Paul Rock

Congregational Amen

Postlude

Pandemic practices at ACP

● A "Pass Vaccinal" or proof of a negative test less than 24 hours old is required
for worship services at ACP by all 16 years and older.

● A "Pass Vaccinal" is required for all other events and meetings at ACP  by all 16
years and older.

● Mask wearing (over both mouth and nose) is obligatory, and good social
distancing is requested, at all times while indoors at ACP.

● We invite you to register for all worship services at acparis.org/signups
(beginning Mondays at 12h) until further notice for contact tracing and seating
capacity purposes.



Announcements

Affirmation of Welcome: At ACP, we believe that we are called to love and
welcome people of all socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races, nationalities,
gender identities, and sexual orientations, and that those who place their faith in
Christ and seek to be his disciple are invited to become full members. Welcome!
In need of prayer? If you are in need of prayer today, a lay caregiver is available in
the chapel (to the right of the sanctuary) to pray with you. If you would like members
of the lay care ministry team, members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to
uphold you in prayer, you may contact us at acparis.org/prayers.
The altar flowers today are given to the glory of God, and in gratitude for many
blessings, by Lela Losq.
Post-Pandemic Me, a 3-part sermon series, begins today. Just as the Pandemic
has devastated many tried and true social structures, it has left many of us feeling
devastated as well. As Christians, how do we both give ourselves permission to
admit our exhaustion and burnt out-ness and claim the hopeful, healing promises of
the Gospel that offer space for a more gracious post pandemic me? Find resources
at acparis.org/post-pandemic-me.
Coffee Fellowship: Please join us in the theater after the service for a warm drink
and warm fellowship, remembering good social distancing practices and mask
wearing while talking and not sipping. If you are new, also stop by our newcomer
table so we can welcome you to ACP!

Reception on Sundays: Please note that to alleviate expenses and our projected
deficit budget in 2022, we are no longer employing a receptionist on Sundays.
Pastors are taking over many of the duties, and we will post the Sunday schedule on
the reception window each Sunday. Thank you for your understanding and we
welcome your suggestions of how we can make this work in a good and effective
way.

Atelier Concert: Today at 17h30. Pianist Hyunji Kim performs works by Beethoven,
Debussy and Chopin. Admission is free.
ACP Fundraising Concert: 19 February at 19h00. Entitled “Harana” (a serenade),
the Filipino organization Pinoy Jam Paris is offering a concert of music ranging from
traditional Filipino music, to jazz, to soul, to R&B. Tickets are 15 euros and can be
reserved by going to www.pinoyjamparis.com.
New Creation Care team at ACP: This committee will look into one of the church’s
core values: creation care. The Creation Care Task Force will work closely with
Council leaders, who asked the team first to calculate the church’s carbon footprint.
To learn more about how you can determine your own footprint, go here:
footprintr.me. Contact the team at creationcare@acparis.org.

mailto:creationcare@acparis.org


The installation of our fabulous Sound and Light project is almost
complete…but a few important pieces of this wonderful project are not yet in place,
so we have decided to postpone the Show and Tell evening until we can present the
system at its very best. As we receive the final installations and gain confidence in
our ability to adeptly showcase this wonderful, new lighting, sound and video, we will
come back to you with a new date. Thank you so much for the grace of your patience
as we prepare for the Show and Tell evening. In the meantime, you’d like to be a part
of our worship tech and A/V team, we welcome you! Please contact us at
avm@acparis.org.
Tech help needed for 14h service: Calling all techies! If you are interested, please
contact Natalie Raynal at cmusic@acparis.org.
The Mission Outreach Committee has a need for 2 to 4 new committee members.
If you are mission minded and would like to serve alongside our mission partners,
please contact Mary Hovind of the nominating committee: bemary1212@gmail.com.
100 Nights of Welcome: We are hosting refugee gentlemen at ACP this winter,
providing them with food and a warm place to sleep for the night. If you would like to
help with this ministry, please contact Daniel Tostado at danieltostado1@gmail.com.
Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please
contact us at communications@acparis.org.

Children's Ministries

Children’s Worship: Children's Worship is held during the 11h and 14h services.
For safety reasons, all children must be registered for the program to
attend. You can register your child for Children's Worship at
acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR code here. We also ask
that you register your child's attendance in advance of each Sunday at
acparis.org/signups. If you are an adult and are interested in joining our Children's
Worship leadership team, contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Youth Bowling Outing: Today, meet at 12h30 sharp at ACP. We will
walk to the bowling alley and return back to the church at 15h30. Please
plan on eating lunch beforehand or purchase food from the bowling alley.
There is no cost, but a 5-10€ donation is suggested. All youth welcome!
Youth Ministry (collège, lycée): Youth group meets weekly on Sundays
12h30-13h45 in the Catacombs on the basement level of ACP. Scan the QR code for
our 2022 winter calendar. Follow our Youth Group on Instagram here:
@acpyouthsquad. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for more information.

mailto:communications@acparis.org
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Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-30): Young adults meet weekly on Tuesday nights
19h30-21h30 in the Thurber Room (2nd floor). Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for
more information. Follow our YA Group on Instagram here for the latest updates:
https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/.

Adult Ministries

SOS Help informational meeting: Today at 12h30 in the 2nd Floor Library. Have
you ever wondered why anyone would call the SOS Helpline? Come find out how
SOS serves our English speaking community. All are welcome!
Monthly Women's Fellowship - Where is Mary?: Today at 16h30 on Zoom. All
women are welcome to join for a discussion on texts of transformation and trouble for
women in the New Testament, using the most recent Biblical scholarship, led by
Pastor Intern, Kate Snipes. Register for Zoom details at acparis.org.
Deepening Our Faith: Continuing on Wednesdays, 16 February, 16 & 23 March,
19h30-21h via Zoom. Whether you're new to Christianity or wanting to refresh your
faith, this program is offering you the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of
what we believe as a Christian community. You don't have to attend all of the
sessions. Feel free to join when you are able. Register at acparis.org/signups.
Movie Discussion Group: 17 February, 19h30 on Zoom. Netflix movies to choose
from: Munich: The Edge of War/L’Étau de Munich, The Hand of God/La Main de
Dieu, Blue Jay, Crazy Rich Asians. Cinema choices: Boiling Point/The Chef, C'mon
C'mon/Nos âmes d'enfants, The Lost Leonardo. For info or Zoom invitation:
movies@acparis.org
Be the Bridge book study: Continuing on Wednesdays, 23 February, and 9 March,
19h30-21h via Zoom. A congregational conversation on race, healing, and
communication, based on the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial
Reconciliation, by Latasha Morrison. Register at acparis.org/signups.
ACP Women's Retreat 2022: 5 March 10h-15h at ACP. “Our Lenten Journey to
Resurrection: Seeking Light” will be led by Rev. Carrie Ballenger who has served as
pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jerusalem's Old City since 2014. Register at
acparis.org.
Thurber Conversation with Al Tizon: 15 March at 19h30 in the Thurber Room and
via Zoom. Al will be speaking to us on Reconciliation and the Great (Whole)
Commission.. Register at acparis.org/signups.
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: 17h30-19h30 on Zoom. We are studying the
book of Hebrews. Register for Zoom, details at acparis.org.
Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30. Information at
acparis.org/men-thursday. Zoom only at this time.

mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
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Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays 18h-19h via Zoom. Join us for prayer
in silence. We practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness according to the
method of Centering Prayer, followed by the reading of a short sacred text according
to the method of Lectio Divina. Register at acparis.org.
Sandwich Ministry: Come join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from
17h-18h30 to help make sandwiches to help feed over 100 homeless persons a
week. Would you consider helping weekly or monthly? For more information, contact
Stacy Bennison at reception@acparis.org.
African Fellowship: Fellowship in the Thurber Room at 13h the first Sunday of the
month. Other Sundays in the month will be Bible study from 16h-17h via Zoom.
Please register for the Zoom details at acparis.org.
Knitting Group: See acparis.org/groups to register for Zoom details and more
information.

Ministers of the American Church in Paris

Ministers The Entire Congregation
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org
Youth & Young Adult Pastor The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Don Lee visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Pastoral Intern Kate Snipes pastorintern@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in Paris
and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through
regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s
service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66%
reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax
cost of your support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to
gifts made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American
Church in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction from
taxable income in the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to
The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00
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