
THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
23 January 2022, 11h00

Welcome to this service of worship

We are happy you are here! With the ongoing challenges of Covid, we ask that you

continue to wear your mask while indoors. Creation Care is important to us,

so please take or recycle your bulletin at the end of the service.

The congregation’s spoken words are in bold and the sung words are in bold italics

You are invited to rise in body or in spirit when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude Sonata No. 7: Allegro and Adagio Xavier Lefèvre

Carol Mundinger, clarinet Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting, and Announcements Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Introit To God Compose a Song of Joy tune: ST. ANNE

from Psalm 98

To God compose a song of joy;

To God make melody,

Whose arm of strength does wondrous things,

Whose hand brings victory!



Call to Worship Elizabeth Murray

Now is the time to sing!

to sing the good news of God:

who awakens us with dawn’s embrace,

who surrounds us with joy and life.

Now is the time to offer praise to God,

in every place, with every voice:

to rejoice in the One who leads us through each moment

with a gentle hand and a word of hope.

Now is the time to join all creation in extolling God,

from the depths of the sea to the farthest galaxies:

We will sing the good news of God's redeeming work!

We will rejoice in the God who loves us!

Hymn No. 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven tune: LAUDA ANIMA

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;

to his feet your tribute bring.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,

evermore his praises sing.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise the everlasting King!

Praise him for his grace and favor

to his people in distress.

Praise him, still the same as ever,

slow to chide, and swift to bless.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Glorious in his faithfulness!

Fatherlike, he tends and spares us;

well our feeble frame he knows.

In his hand he gently bears us,

rescues us from all our foes.



Alleluia, alleluia!

Widely yet his mercy flows!

Angels, help us to adore him;

you behold him face to face.

Sun and moon, bow down before him,

dwellers all in time and space.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise with us the God of grace!

Prayer of Common Confession Elizabeth Murray

Gracious God, though it's hard for us to acknowledge, deep

down we've learned something about ourselves that you've

always known: we are sinful people who miss the mark of

your intentions. Forgive us for thinking we somehow

deserve your love and acceptance. Forgive us for using all

kinds of categories to size others up, while thinking we have

it all together. Forgive us for trusting in our own limited

knowledge and capability, and for anchoring our deepest

ambitions in shifting sand. Cleanse us, renew us, uplift us,

and restore in us the hope and joy of your salvation.

(time of silent prayer)

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Words of Assurance

Friends, lift up your heads and open your hearts to hear and believe

the Good News of what Jesus has done for the love of us. Our record of

debt has been canceled. As far as the east is from the west, so far has

Christ removed our transgressions from us.

In Jesus Christ we are free and forgiven! Alleluia and Amen!

Gloria Patri, No. 579

Passing of the Peace Jodi Fondell

Scripture Reading Acts 9:10-31 (page 893 in the pew Bibles)

Jodi Fondell, Paul Rock, Peter DeWit



Music Give Me Jesus       Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes

Nicole Primmer, soloist

Sermon series: Renovating & Rebuilding the Post-Pandemic Church

Sermon Never an Easy Road Doug Fondell

A Moment of Reflection and Ringing of the Bells

We Respond and Are Sent into the World

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer                                        Paul Rock

We bring our struggles, celebrations, our gifts, and ourselves to God

in prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Call for Offering Paul Rock

Offerings are received in the passed offering plates or at acparis.org/donate

(QR code on contact info page in the bulletin). For those of you watching online,

you can use the QR code on your screen.

Offertory Solo Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     arr. Mark Hayes

Nicole Primmer, soloist

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication Jodi Fondell

Hymn No. 369  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me tune: I’M GONNA LIVE



I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

Benediction Doug Fondell

Congregational Amen

Postlude Psalm XX Benedetto Marcello

Pandemic practices at ACP

● A "Pass Sanitaire" is required for all events, meetings, and worship services at
ACP.

● Mask wearing (over both mouth and nose) is obligatory, and good social
distancing is requested, at all times while indoors at ACP.

● We invite you to register for all worship services at acparis.org/signups
(beginning Mondays at 12h) until further notice for contact tracing and seating
capacity purposes.

Submitting your Giving Commitment for 2022

Did you miss Commitment Sunday? No worries, you can still make your 2022 giving
commitment online at acparis.org/estimatedgiving2022. We could really use your
support as we continue to rebuild and renovate the post-pandemic church!



Announcements

Affirmation of Welcome: At ACP, we believe that we are called to love and
welcome people of all socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races, nationalities,
gender identities, and sexual orientations, and that those who place their faith in
Christ and seek to be his disciple are invited to become full members. Welcome!
In need of prayer? If you are in need of prayer today, a lay caregiver is available in
the chapel (to the right of the sanctuary) to pray with you. If you would like members
of the lay care ministry team, members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to
uphold you in prayer, you may contact us at acparis.org/prayers.
Coffee Fellowship will be on break until further notice, but please feel free to greet
your neighbors after worship before you leave. If you are new, also stop by our
newcomer table so we can welcome you to ACP!

Women’s Fellowship: Today at 16h30 via Zoom. ACP's Youth and Young Adult
Pastor, Elizabeth Murray, will share about how God called her to ministry and how
that call has evolved over time. All women are welcome to join! Join the ACP
Women's Fellowship at acparis.org/groups.
Atelier Concert: Today at 17h30 in the Sanctuary. Works for organ and piano.
Admission is free.
Membership Opportunity: 27 January at 19h30 via Zoom. If you are interested in
becoming a member of ACP or simply wanting to learn more about our ministry,
please join us for our membership class. Register at acparis.org/signups to get the
Zoom link and other materials that we will send out.
ACP Town Hall – 2022 Tous Ensemble: Sunday 30 January 16h via Zoom. All ACP
members and congregants are invited to join Council Moderator Mark Primmer,
Senior Pastor Paul Rock, and all Council Members for a virtual town hall. The
meeting will include updates on key topics being addressed by your Council,
including pastoral and staff transitions, ACP’s financial situation, the matching
campaign, and the sound and light project. Participants will be invited to share their
thoughts and suggestions in an open format. Council leaders will build on these
discussions when formulating plans for the future. Get the Zoom link and other
details to follow at acparis.org/signups. We look forward to seeing you there.
Valentine’s Vow Extravaganza! 12 February at 11h. Join in a day of romance and
recommitment as you renew your marriage vows, “We still do and always will!”
Valentine’s Day is special for many couples, and this year the American Church in
Paris is offering a unique and prayerful opportunity for married couples to renew their
marriage vows and support the ministries of the church through a fundraising event.
The suggested donation is 500 euros or any amount with which you are comfortable.



To register or receive more information, contact Pastor Don Lee at
visitingpastor@acparis.org or see him after the Sunday worship service.
Our wonderful new audio-visual system is in place! If you’d like to be a part of
our worship tech and A/V team, please contact us at avm@acparis.org.
Tech help needed for 14h service: Calling all techies! If you are interested, please
contact Natalie Raynal at cmusic@acparis.org.
The Mission Outreach Committee has a need for 2 to 4 new committee members.
If you are mission minded and would like to serve alongside our mission partners,
please contact Mary Hovind of the nominating committee: bemary1212@gmail.com.
Sunday Newcomer Table: We are looking for volunteers to help staff our welcome
table after worship. If you'd like to join this team, please let Pastor Jodi know
at associatepastor@acparis.org.

100 Nights of Welcome: We are hosting refugee gentlemen at ACP this winter,
providing them with food and a warm place to sleep for the night. If you would like to
help with this ministry, please contact Daniel Tostado at danieltostado1@gmail.com.
Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please
contact us at communications@acparis.org.

Children's Ministries

In-house Children's Worship is presently on pause due to the sharp rise in
Covid cases in Paris. Coloring packets and crayons are available in the
narthex; you are welcome to help yourself, or to ask an usher for assistance.
An online Children’s worship is available on the website. When we do
regather, for safety reasons, all children must be registered for the
program to attend. You can register your child for Children's Worship at
acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR code here. We also ask that you
register your child's attendance in advance of each Sunday at acparis.org/signups. If
you are an adult and are interested in joining our Children's Worship leadership
team, contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Youth Ministry (collège, lycée): Youth group meets weekly on
Sundays 12h30-13h45 in the Catacombs on the basement level of ACP.
We will not be serving food for the month of January. Scan the QR code
for our 2022 winter calendar. Follow our Youth Group on Instagram
here: @acpyouthsquad. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for more
information.

mailto:communications@acparis.org
mailto:associatepastor@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org
mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org


Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-30): Young adults meet weekly on Tuesday nights
19h30-21h30 in the Thurber Room (2nd floor). Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for
more information. Follow our YA Group on Instagram here for the latest updates:
https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/.

Adult Ministries

Deepening Our Faith: Continuing on Wednesdays: 2 & 16, February, 16 & 23
March 19h30-21h via Zoom. Whether you're new to Christianity or wanting to refresh
your faith, this program is offering you the opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of what we believe as a Christian community. You don't have to attend
all of the sessions. Feel free to join when you are able. Register at
acparis.org/signups.

Be the Bridge book study: Starts THIS WEEK! Wednesdays: 26 January, 9 & 23
February, and 9 March 19h30-21h via Zoom. A congregational conversation on
race, healing, and communication, based on the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s
Heart for Racial Reconciliation, by Latasha Morrison. Register at
acparis.org/signups.
Thurber Conversation with Dominic Gilliard: 1 February at 19h30. Dominic will be
speaking about being a Subversive Witness: Scripture’s Call to Leverage Privilege.
Register at acparis.org/signups. There will be a live gathering as well as a Zoom
option to participate.
Fighting For Respect film and discussion: 12 February 19h-21h in the Sanctuary.
All are invited to a special screening of the highly acclaimed film Fighting for Respect
– a one-hour documentary on the compelling, yet neglected story of 200,000 African
American soldiers fighting for democracy in WWI while being denied civil rights at
home. Followed by a discussion with the film's writer and director Joanne Burke.
Register at acparis.org/signups.
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: 17h30-19h30 on Zoom. We are studying the
book of Hebrews. Register for Zoom, details at acparis.org.
Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30. Information at
acparis.org/men-thursday. Zoom only at this time.
Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays 18h-19h via Zoom. Join us for prayer
in silence. We will practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness according to
the method of Centering Prayer, followed by the reading of a short sacred text
according to the method of Lectio Divina. Register at acparis.org.
Sandwich Ministry: Come join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from
17h-18h30 to help make sandwiches to help feed over 100 homeless persons a
week. Would you consider helping weekly or monthly? For more information, contact
Stacy Bennison at reception@acparis.org.

mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org


African Fellowship: Fellowship in the Thurber Room at 13h the first Sunday of the
month. Other Sundays in the month will be Bible study from 16h-17h via Zoom.
Please register for the Zoom details at acparis.org.
Filipino Fellowship meets the third and fourth Sundays of the month at 12h30 in the
Thurber Room.
Knitting Group: See acparis.org/groups to register for Zoom details and more
information.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, adults, and
mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.



Ministers of the American Church in Paris

Ministers The Entire Congregation
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org
Youth & Young Adult Pastor The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Don Lee visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Pastoral Intern Kate Snipes pastorintern@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in
Paris and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through
regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s
service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66% reduction in their tax
due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost of your support is
therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts made online, by
check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American Church in Paris. For
those who may prefer the charitable deduction from taxable income in the
US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The American and
Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris

www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00
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