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Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

Having lived in Paris for six years, Iôm starting to 

scratch the cultural surface of the religious heritage that 

is so much a part of this cityôs history. Recently, a friend 

asked about the holiday coming up this summer on 

Friday, 15 August. Parisians will enjoy the day off 

because of the ñAssumption of Maryò holiday! Pope 

Pius XII formally defined the dogma of the Assumption 

in his apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus  on 

1 November, 1950: "The Immaculate Mother of God, 

the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of 

her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into 

heavenly glory.ò  

As a Protestant who has spent over 12 years serving in 

primarily Roman Catholic tierra santa  (six years in 

Mexico and six years in France), I have learned to 

mitigate my negative reflex responses to what some 

Christians call the ñmariolatryò (idolatry of Mary) in the 

Roman tradition when it comes to Mary, the mother of 

Jesus. The Protestant position is typically, ñIf itôs not 

found in scripture, forget about it!ò We are more 

inclined to hold to the sola scriptura teaching of the 

Reformers of the 16th century: ñscripture aloneò is our 

guide!  

But in fact, we all have our traditions . The question is, 

what good might come from the tradition of the 

ñAssumption of Maryò? Perhaps we Protestants can 

show some respect by at least trying to understand 

what our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters are 

thinking in their reverence for Mary. And perhaps when 

the holiday comes around, we may contemplate more 

deeply the example of Mary as we reflect on our own 

choices in hearing and heeding Godôs call.  

For example, itôs important to remember that it was 

Mary, who as probably a relatively poor teenage girl, 

freely and actively cooperated in a unique way with 

Godôs plan of salvation (Luke 1:38; Gal. 4:4). Like any 

mother, she shared in the suffering of her child 

(Luke 2:35). Scripture promises that those who share in 

the sufferings of Christ will also 

share in his glory (Rom. 8:17). 

Since Mary suffered a unique 

interior martyrdom, it seems 

plausible that Jesus would honor 

her with a unique glory.  

Christians from most traditions 

understand the Scriptures to 

teach that one day all disciples 

will be raised in a glorious form 

and share in the resurrection of 

Christ (1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:27). As the first person to 

say "yes" to the good news of Jesus (Luke 1:38), Mary is 

in a sense the First Disciple , and received an early 

blessing that in fact all will enjoy one dayé  

We all will share in the glory of Christ at some point in 

the future, according to St. Paul (II Thessalonians 2:14). 

But first it begins with us learning to say here and now, 

as with faith did Mary, ñHere am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your wordò (Luke 

1:38b). 

One more thoughté In Ephesians 2:4-7, we read the 

most amazing teaching of all, that ñGod, who is rich in 

mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 

when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ ð by grace you have been 

saved ð and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in 

the ages to come he might show the immeasurable 

riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesusò (italics mine). The verbs here are past tense.  

So, in one sense, the Assumption of Mary can be a 

holiday to celebrate how all those who are part of the 

Body of Christ have been assumed into the heavenly 

reality of our Lord. Thatôs a past and future reality for 

which we all can give God thanks and praise! 

I hope you will make some time to enjoy the summer, 

friends. Savor the good news that, like Mary, by grace 

you have been saved, and that in a very real way you 

have been raised upé  

In Christ,  

Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

aŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ 
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Vacation Bible School  
Allison Wheeler 

Director of Childrenôs Ministry 

When August rolls around, who among us wouldnôt like 

to jet off on an island getaway? But if, like me, the 

closest you will be getting to a beach paradise this 

summer might be an especially humid day somewhere 

exotic like the American Midwest, then luckily for you 

ACP is offering the next best thing! From 25 August 

through the 29th, the sounds of steel drums (and 

hopefully something resembling an island breeze) will 

transform the American Church in Paris into 

S o n T r e a s u r e 

Island, a tropical 

destination where 

kids can discover 

Godôs love.  

Children from 

ages 3-10 are 

invited to come 

for a week of island games, colorful crafts, themed 

snacks, catchy songs, and a catered lunch. More 

importantly, they are invited to come learn about Godôs 

love as revealed through the beautiful words of 1 

Corinthians 13. Each day, the children will hear one of 

five key truths about Godôs love as described in this 

treasured passage of Scripture:  

Godôs love is giving, Godôs love is kind, Godôs love is 

caring, Godôs love is forgiving, and Godôs love is forever.  

This week is a wonderful opportunity to bring new 

families to our church, so please encourage your 

children to invite a friend (if your little one is shy, you 

have the added benefit of making sure they have a 

guaranteed buddy for the entire week). And please 

consider busting out your old Hawaiian shirts and 

joining the fun yourself: we are in need of adult and 

youth volunteers to make sure that this week is a fun, 

safe experience for all.  

We look forward to 

welcoming any and all 

children who wish to 

come and learn about the 

love of God regardless of 

the language that they 

speak or their level of 

ability. Please register 

your children through our website, acparis.org. There 

will be a 25 euro registration fee for each child to be 

paid on the first day of VBS. Please contact me at 

childrensworship@acparis.org to join us as a volunteer, 

or with any other VBS questions that you may have.  

Iôm already counting the days to ACPôs own island 

experience. I hope that you and your children will be 

there to be a part of the fun! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: We are looking for adult and youth volunteers to help out at  

Vacation Bible School, from 9h-13h, the week of 25-29 August, catered lunch provided.  

Please contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org  

4th of July  

Country Fair at ACP  

You wonôt want to miss this! 

Beer, barbecue, bluegrass and books! 

17h-22h, Friday 4 July, at the American Church in Paris 

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
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InSpired 
The Rev. Michelle Wahila 

Associate Pastor 

Each month during the year, and even during the 

summer, the American Church in Paris publishes the 

Spire. Not only does the newsletter contain valuable 

information about what is going on within this 

community of faith, it is produced by many hands and 

really is a labor of love. Made up of many different 

types of articles and letters, the Spire also becomes a 

record of the life and work of the ACP community.  

The production of this edition of the Spire got me 

thinking about just how valuable letters are. After all, 

the Apostle Paul thought letters were pretty 

worthwhile, so why shouldnôt we? Letters have their 

own personalities ï special stationary, the ink and even 

the handwriting make a letter a unique expression of 

sentiment. And unlike the text or the mobile call, letters 

can be preserved for the future.  

In his salutation to the Philippian Church, Paul 

encouraged the church to overflow in love and to grow 

in knowledge of the Lord. Despite being in chains, the 

Apostle urges believers to have compassion, to stand 

firm in the spirit and to live life in a manner worthy of 

the gospel. It is by Godôs grace that we have been 

marked as heavenly citizens; therefore, believers should 

set their minds on heavenly things. Moreover, he tells 

the church that God is at work within each one of them. 

Paulôs letters preserved many of the joys and struggles 

that the early faith community encountered. They detail 

what life together was like for the early church, and 

they point to the reality of how Godôs grace works 

through the community.  

This summer as you flip through your Spire, I 

encourage you to reflect on the many ways in which 

God is working within this faith community. My hope is 

that our continuous reflection on where God is already 

working will lead us to envision new ways to serve God 

and neighbor through the fellowship, worship and 

mission of this community. For indeed, God is at work 

within each and every one of us. 

And, if you have a chance this summer, write a letter. 

Everyone appreciates receiving a letter in the mail! 

Who knows, maybe your letter will provide 

encouragement for someone else ï just another little 

piece of Godôs grace, arriving courtesy of snail mail.  

Bénédictions,  

Michelle  

1Paul and Timothy, 

servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in 

Christ Jesus who are in 

Philippi, with the 

bishops and deacons: 

2 Grace to you and 

peace from God our 

Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God every 

time I remember you, 
4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now.   

6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this 

way about all of you, because you hold me in your 

heart, for all of you share in Godôs grace[e] with me, 

both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, 

how I long for all of you with the compassion of 

Christ Jesus.  

9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 

more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

Philippians 1:1-11 

Dear friends, 

aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ - Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 

ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǎƴŀƛƭ Ƴŀƛƭ 
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Success: ACP ran and walked to Jerusalem 
By Megan Staley 

We did it! We've made it to Jerusalem and are 

now resting our tired feet and legs. 

We beat our target by 1797 km! (1117 miles), 

thanks in large part to the 18 members of Our 

Lady of the Rosary from St. Paul, Minnesota, 

who each walked 72 miles on a pilgrimage to 

Chartres, along with ACP's Eileen Heuston. 

This is not to diminish the contributions of the 

other 27 people taking part in this virtual 

journey, which included ACP members and 

friends of all ages (babies too!) and all fitness 

levels.  

It included families taking weekend hikes, people meeting and running together, people running alone, those 

training for upcoming races, and those who run/walk just for the love of exercise and being in nature.  

Stay tuned for future events, runs, races, and photo projects from the ACP Running Group. To get connected, email 

running@acparis.org 

This event turned out to be a 
surprising and wonderful time of 
scripture, song, dance, art, and in 
the end, joyful community!  

What a privilege and joy to serve 
with Monica and to have gone 
through this time of focusing on 
one project and seeing another 
emerge into something that was 
"exceedingly more than we could 
ask or imagine."  

The exhibition of paintings runs through 10 July. Thanks to Don Herr and Monica Bassett for the photos. 

Painting with the Spirit  
Tuesday 10 June 
by Rev. Scott Herr 

God is so good. I had a fun time, and for 
our son Matthew, it turned out to be a 
birthday experience he will never forget!  

I was also 
impressed 
with so many 
people who 
helped out 
and 
participated, 

some I knew and many who I did not 
know. 

A special thanks to the CREW team 
members who showed up early and late to 
help set up and break down. Hats off to 
them! 

I pray that the Lord was honored in a new 
and surprising way. Was it prayer? Was it 
worship? I just know that one young 
woman who had never been in our church 
before was speechless. With a big smile 
on her face, when I asked her "What did 
you think of the experience?" she said, "It 
was awesome! I've never been part of 
anything like it before!" Perhaps new 
seeds of faith were planted? 

Working with you all has been the 
biggest blessing of the whole 
journey. It was fun to be a part of 
this team. Thank you each so much 
for your faith, friendship, hard work, 
prayers, investment, and 
willingness to risk something "out of 
the box" in order to allow the Holy 
Spirit to do a new thing! 

Soli Deo Gloria... 

mailto:running@acparis.org
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The present persecuted Church 

The Rev. Dan Haugh 

Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adult ministries 

In April 1943, a man was arrested by the German 

Gestapo for his involvement in the Nazi resistance 

movement and imprisoned at Tegel prison in Berlin. 

On 9 April, 1945, just two weeks before Allied forces 

liberated the camp and three weeks before Hitler's 

suicide, he was executed by hanging. This man was a 

Lutheran pastor, a theologian, author, founding 

member of the Confessing Church, and known for his 

vocal opposition to Hitler's euthanasia program and 

genocidal persecution of the Jews.  

Th is  man was Die t r ich 

Bonhoeffer and, like so many 

Christians before and after him, 

he suffered for his faith, 

martyred as a Christ-follower. It 

was precisely his Christian faith 

that led him to take action, to stand against the Nazi 

movement and try to thwart its advancement, by all 

means possible.  

He wrote these words: 

ñThere remains an experience of incomparable value. We 

have for once learned to see the great events of world 

history from below, from the perspective of the outcasts, 

the suspects, the maltreated ð in short, from the 

perspective of those who suffer. Mere waiting and 

looking on is not Christian behavior. Christians are 

called to compassion and to action.ò 

The truth is that our actions have consequences. Often, 

if we take a stand for our faith and what we hold to be 

true and right, we will suffer the consequences. 

Bonhoeffer was not afraid to suffer, for to him, God is a 

suffering God. Throughout 

his writings, he argued that 

Christians should not 

retreat from the world but 

act within it, believing that 

two  e lements  were 

constitutive of faith: the 

implementation of justice 

and the acceptance of 

d i v i n e  s u f f e r i n g . 

Bonhoeffer insisted that 

the church, like the 

Christians, "had to share in 

the sufferings of God at the hands of a godless world" if 

it were to be a true church of Christ. 

Today, millions of people suffer for their faith and 

there exists growing resistance to the liberating gospel 

of Christ in our world. In increasing number and 

severity, Christians around the globe are being 

persecuted and even executed for their faith. We know 

from Scriptures (the example of Christ, the tradition of 

the apostles, Hebrews 11, etc.) and from history, that 

often this can be the ñcost of discipleshipò, which 

Bonhoeffer wrote about and experienced.  

Here at The American Church in Paris, we have 

brothers and sisters in Christ unable to return to their 

homes because of persecution. It is easy to look at our 

persecutors as enemies and to see suffering as evil. 

However, centuries of Christian witness affirms the 

power and beauty in following the example of Christ 

and seeing suffering as a pathway to God and our 

enemies as channels to extend Godôs love.  

After years of imprisonment, much of Bonhoefferôs 

personal theology and communal confessions emerged. 

Rather than turn towards bitterness and anger, he 

believed that love and blessing were paramount. 

I conclude with one more quotation:  

ñBless them that persecute you. If our enemy cannot put 

up with us any longer and takes to cursing us, our 

immediate reaction must be to lift up our hands and bless 

him. Our enemies are the blessed of the Lord. Their 

curses can do us no harm. May their poverty be enriched 

with all the riches of God, with the blessing of Him whom 

they seek to oppose in vain. We are ready to endure their 

curses so long as they 

redound to their blessing.ò 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  

The Cost of Discipleship 

For more information on 

the Confessing Church see: 

en.wikipedia.org/wik i/

Confessing_Church  

For more information 

a b o u t  p r e s e n t - d a y 

persecution of Christians, 

see: www.persecution.com  

Gallery of 20th Century Martyrs at Westminster Abbey 

From left, Mother Elizabeth of Russia, Martin Luther King, Jr., Oscar Romero and Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord saying, óWhom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?ô 

And I said, óHere am I. Send 

me!ô Isaiah 6:7 

The words of prophet Isaiah 

were in my mind after I 

graduated from the Theological Institute 9 years ago 

and moved to France. I knew God was calling me to 

serve him, and when I was hired at the church it 

became clearer to me. I have been 

serving the church for 7 years and I 

am so pleased that I was part of 

such a wonderful community. Since 

day one I have been growing, and 

the staff here was very helpful as 

well as the church members who 

prayed for me, and the volunteers 

who helped to make my job easier.  

When I first came to the office 

3,000 emails were waiting to be 

answered, we had a simple black & 

white copy machine and Sonia was 

helping every Friday evening to fold 

the bulletins for Sunday.  

Technology changed things: we 

now have a color photocopy 

machine that actually folds and 

staples booklets. The emails never 

stopped coming but this shows that 

we are an active congregation, there 

are many needs and we are busy working for the Lord.  

As many have said, this church is my home away from 

home. Serving with the Young Adults, going to Habitat 

for Humanity trips, singing in the contemporary 

worship band, and providing support for the pastors 

and the wedding couples, all these things were possible 

only through Godôs guidance and grace. I am honored 

that He chose me to do his work here.  

During those 7 years I was privileged to welcome over 

1,000 couples. We have given out hundreds of Japanese 

bibles, and our visiting pastors were always there to 

support and enrich the wedding ministry. We always 

strived to provide a wedding blessing service which was 

meaningful and wonderful.  

The best moments of my work were the couples who 

have returned after 20 or 50 years and say: ñI had my 

wedding at ACP; I would like to see the churchò. I 

always bring the wedding registry out to show them 

their signature.  

Here are a few comments from happy couples:  

ñThank you so much for all of your help in coordinating our 

wedding! It was absolutely perfect and we appreciate 

everything you did to make it beautiful!ñ Dianne and Shawn 

ñA huge thank you to you and Pastor Brown for a magical, 

blessed, and unforgettable wedding ceremony. Pastorôs 

Brown homily was very touching and the ceremony was a 

beautiful affirmation of our love before God and all our 

friends and family.ò Sylvia and Damian 

ñDear Pastor Morgan, Shauna and I thank you for all that 

you did to make our wedding even more 

than we hoped. Even after we missed our 

rehearsal you went above and beyond to 

readjust your scheduleé We appreciate 

you and Ilincaôs important roles in our 

marriage. We will forever remember you 

and what our ceremony was about.ò 

Philippe and Shauna  

When I read these thank you notes, I 

am reminded of the blessings God has 

given us. We have a beautiful 

sanctuary, an incredibly organized staff, 

faithful ministers and a supporting 

congregation. Godôs presence binds us 

together and we are able to share our 

gifts and talents with others.  

Now the Lord is calling me to another 

season of my life. I am getting married 

to a wonderful young man who was 

brave enough to come all the way to 

Paris and ask me to be his wife. Our 

wedding is on 26 July at ACP. I once 

coordinated weddings for other people, now the time 

has come to plan my own.  

It is a bittersweet transition to leave behind friends and 

family and it is a new beginning for me. My new church 

home will be in England, but my heart will always be in 

Paris at the ACP. Everything I was taught I am planning 

to use for His glory wherever he may send me.   

Like Isaiah 

now, I say it 

again as I did 

nine years 

ago: ñLord, 

here I am, 

send meò.  

The wedding ministry  

For better or for worse 
By Ilinca Mreana 

ACP staff and Whitedoor coordinators 
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Working weddings 
The Rev. Kit Schooley 

Visiting Pastor  

ñI remember the weddings 

in those days,ò said Rev. 

Rick Sommers, former 

ACP Associate Pastor. ñWe 

had weddings Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday, 

and since there were three 

of us, each pastor took one day and gave it up pretty 

much to weddings. No óVisiting Pastorô back then!ò  

Music Director Fred Gramann added, ñOh yes, and the 

Japanese agencies brought fresh flowers for each 

wedding. Some days we had four or five one-hour 

weddings, and flowers were everywhere in the church. 

We cleared away flowers from one wedding to prepare 

for the next.ò 

So it goes in the wedding trade, I suppose. As my time 

draws to an end as the Visiting Pastor doing the 

yeomanôs portion of 127 weddings, I enjoy reflecting on 

my six months with you, and also hearing the stories 

from years ago concerning weddings.  

Let me recount some anecdotes from the first six months 

of weddings this year: 

ðA bride arriving in the sanctuary for a renewal of vows 

wasnôt aware of what her husband had in mind when she 

agreed to their vow renewal. She burst into tears at the 

sight of the sanctuary, saying, ñAt my wedding some 

years ago, I was so caught up in the details and planning 

that I didnôt really experience it. Today, walking in here, 

I feel the emotions I didnôt experience then, plus more, 

as I think of re -enacting my wedding now Iôm more 

mature and grounded.ò 

ðA young Asian bride arrived attired in her wedding 

clothes, accompanied by parents and two younger sisters 

(14 and 16). The girls had on cute frocks for this 

occasion, underpinned by white Converse sneaks, circa 

1965. They were a striking contrast: contemporary and 

retro. When the bride, in her beautiful gown, ascended 

the stairs to the chancel, she lifted her skirt just a bit. 

Beneath one saw her shoes - yes, they were an act of 

solidarity with her young sisters: Converse All -Stars! 

ðA couple from China, she from one of the remote 

provinces, he a French-born resident of China, arrived 

with some 40 family members, all of whom spoke 

French. The bride spoke a Chinese dialect as well as 

English. The groom spoke French, Mandarin Chinese 

and a little English.  

ðA couple arrived from Japan. The bride was Korean 

and the groom Japanese. I asked where they met. They 

answered: San Diego, adding ñWe worked and lived a 

year in New York City after meeting.ò The bride, who 

learned Japanese in public school in Korea, noted the 

language came in handy when she met her future 

Japanese husband that day in California. 

This account to you of my half-year wouldnôt be 

complete without a few words of thanks to all who have 

made this work so agreeable, especially the staff of the 

church. Terry and I have enjoyed these months among 

you and feel like weôve turned Paris from what was a 

tourist destination, into our home away from our home.  

I also close by telling you that Ilinca Mreana , the 

churchôs first full-time Wedding Coordinator ñretiredò 

from her work after 7 years, at the end of June. Ilinca 

will be married herself at the church on 26 July. Her 

replacement is Keiko Matsushima . We wish Ilinca 

well as she plans her own wedding after helping 2,000 

other couples from around the world hold their wedding 

blessing here.  

In July, Terry and I will leave you and this fair city to 

return to our own fair city: Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Days there will be different, I suppose. Weôll attend 

Terryôs parentsô 70th wedding anniversary, have a family 

vacation and then get down to the satisfying business of 

planting flower beds, rehabbing trees that suffered in the 

severe southern winter, and spoiling our grandchildren 

for a time at what we call ñCamp Schooley.ò  

It will be a return to rhythms we recognize and in which 

we delight. We shall miss you greatly and on some days 

we will turn our face toward the East, hoping to see what 

is happening with ñyôall.ò May God look upon you with 

favor and give you peace.  

ά!ǘ Ƴȅ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ƘŜǊŜΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴέ 


