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From
Rev. Dr. Scott Herr
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Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

Some friends gave me the most amazing
gift for my 50th birthday: a golf trip to St.
Andrew’s, Scotland. The Scottish argue
that St. Andrew’s is the home of golf, the
game having been played there since
around 1400 AD. On Easter Monday we
caught an early flight to Edinburgh, and
were on The New Course (built in 1895,
designed by Old Tom Morris) by 11:40.
Tuesday we played the Kingsbarns course,
then got up again early on Wednesday to
play The Old Course. Anyone who has
walked a golf course or simply has strolled
in the countryside knows how difficult it
can be to gauge distances between slopes
off in the distance. Golf gives an
opportunity to appreciate how any given
perspective can be deceiving. What looks
like a gentle slope leading up to the green
can upon closer inspection reveal a hidden
bunker that will swallow your ball! It’s
been said that the game of golf allows one
to contemplate eternity while on the links:
some holes you contemplate heaven and
then other holes (especially the ones with
big bunkers) you contemplate the other
place!

Part of the mystique of St. Andrew’s for a
Presbyterian pastor like me is its church
history. On March 1st, 1546, George
Wishart, a proponent of the reformation,
was condemned by Cardinal David Beaton
and burned at the stake in front of St.
Andrew’s Castle. In late May of that same
year, John Knox and a band of Wishart’s
friends stormed the castle, killed Cardinal
Beaton, hung his body over the ramparts
and declared themselves to be the first
Scottish Protestant congregation. A rather
dubious beginning for the Scottish
Reformation!
While it might have seemed like a good
idea at the time, looking back some 400
years later gives one a different
perspective on this violent chapter of
church history. I grieved this part of my
own tradition as I stood by the marker in
front of the castle where Wishart’s
martyrdom took place, and from where
surely one could have seen the body of
Cardinal Beaton hung from the castle wall.
While John Knox is one of the three
important “Johns” of American
Presbyterian history (Calvin, Knox, and
Witherspoon), I find his violent leadership
repugnant.
Our perspective on the world and how we
see ourselves and others around us affects
the way we live out our faith! The
interpretive lens of the Word of God
revealed in the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ should affect profoundly
the way we see ourselves, others and our
world. In the coming weeks, I invite you to
consider if and how the Easter event alters
the way we see and live our lives?

This month we have the honor of hosting
the Association of International Churches
in Europe and the Middle East Pastors
and Spouses’ Conference (AICEME) the
week of May 9-16. Keynote speaker Mark
Labberton will be sharing thoughts from
his recent book, The Dangerous Act of
Loving Your Neighbor: Seeing Others
Through the Eyes of Jesus. Plan to hear
Mark talk at Thurber Thursday on May 12
(his topic is “Following an Enemy-Loving
God”) and then again as our guest preacher
on Sunday, May 15. (Note that because of

the conference on Sunday, May 15, we
will have only two worship services, at
11:00 am and 1:30 pm).
May our perspective for seeing and living
be transformed by the God who came not
to take, but to give life, not just for his
friends, but even for his enemies.
In Christ,

Scott

CALLING ALL ACP MEMBERS:
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, MAY 22: Our semi-annual meeting to elect Council leadership
will be held on Sunday, May 22, immediately after the 11am service. Members – if you
are going to be out of town, please fill in a proxy and leave it at reception (forms at
reception & the Welcome Table). Please watch for more details in the Sunday worship
bulletins.

Thurber Thursdays in May
May 5 – Ken Vaux
Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary

Vincent Van Gogh’s Struggle with
Easter Faith while in Paris
Dinner (18h30) & Presentation (19h30) in
the Thurber Room

May 12 – Mark Labberton
Fuller Theological Seminary

Following an Enemy-Loving God
18h30 dinner. Please note that the
presentation at 7:30 pm will be in the
Theater (ground floor)

Starting the 19 May – Bring your Picnic to the ACP Courtyard!
6:30 pm – Bring your own picnic dinner to enjoy in the ACP courtyard.
7:30 pm – Musical presentations in the sanctuary on May 19 & 26
19 May – Joel Bacon, Organist
Colorado State University
Religious Devotion in the Music of Franz Liszt

26 May – Charles Tompkins
Furman University
Traces of Grace in the Music of Olivier Messien

Looking ahead to June
2 June – No Thurber Thursdays --- Ascension, Church Closed
9 June – Henry Luttikhuizen from Calvin College – Rembrandt and Jesus

Weekly Events

Sunday Worship Services
9am Holy Communion
11am Traditional Service
1.30pm Contemporary Worship

Music
Celebration Ringers: Mondays, 6.45 – 8pm. Theatre.
Adult Choir rehearsal: Wednesdays, 7.30-9.30pm. Theatre.
Bronze Ringers: Thursdays, 7.30 – 9.30pm. Theatre.
Beginning Handbell Choir: Thursdays, 3:00 – 4:00pm Theatre.
Contact music@acparis.org for more information.

Youth Music
Gaudeamus:

Young Adults vocal
ensemble, Tuesday 7.30pm – 9pm. Venue
TBA

Cherub Choir: Wednesday 1 – 2pm
Children’s Choir: Wednesday 2 – 3pm
Children’s Handbells: Wednesday 3 –
4pm

Shine: Youth Choir, Wednesday 4 –
5:30pm
Youth Handbells: Wednesday 5:30 –
6:30pm
Contact youthmusic@acparis.org for
more information.

Youth & Young Adults

• Youth Group: every
Sunday 3-5pm

•
• Young Adults alternating
Bible Study and Pizza
Nights: alternating
Tuesdays in the Catacombs
at 7.30pm
For specific dates and times,
please visit the Youth and
Young Adult’s section.

From Ginger Strickland
Youth & Young Adults Pastor

A special invitation

God willing and the people consenting

The Right Reverend Pierre W. Whalon
Bishop-in-Charge
of the Convocation of American Episcopal Churches in Europe
will ordain

Virginia Lisbeth Strickland
to the Sacred Order of Deacons
in Christ’s One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church
on Saturday, June 4, 2011 at 2 pm,
American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
23, avenue George V, Paris 75008, France
Your prayers and presence are requested.
Clergy -Red Stoles
Reception to follow in the Cathedral Parish Hall

In Support of the Youth and
Young Adult Mission Trip
to Burkina Faso
A team of ten ACP youth, young adults and
leaders are headed to Burkina Faso in July to
serve with Heal the World, a Christian non-profit
focused on building a future in Burkina through
education. Last month, the youth presented a
Talent Show in order to raise funds for their trip.
This time, the young adults are presenting an
African dinner, fashion show and art exhibit on
June 4 at 8 pm. Come, taste and look – learn
more about the mission trip and African culture.
25 euros per person.

ACP YOUTH  SPRING 2011

The Youth Group meets on Sundays from 3‐5pm for fun, fellowship, and Bible Study. Please
wear/bring comfortable clothes and shoes.
Meeting dates: May 8, 15, 22, 29
Other dates: June 5, 12, 19, 26
*May 21 :
*June 18 :

COOL STUFF!!!

Worship Night. Music, fun, and fellowship. Please meet in the Catacombs
at 7:00pm.
Study Break. Join us at 2pm for a break from studying for exams. You’ll
need it!

CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE

ACP YOUNG ADULTS 2011

BIBLE STUDY. Join us every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm in the ACP Catacombs. For deep
conversation and fellowship during 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tuesdays of the month. Dates: May
3, 17 and 31. Other dates: June 7 and 21
PIZZA NIGHT. Come at 6pm to cook or 7:30pm for pizza, prayer, and small group
discussion. In the ACP Thurber Room. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. Dates: May 10
and 24. Other dates: June 14 and 28.

SPECIAL EVENTS
May 28:
June 11:

Deepening Your Spiritual Life – join us for a night of reflection,
discussion, and prayer; a chance to focus on the living God in the midst of a
busy life. Meet in the Catacombs at 7:30pm
Pentecost Picnic. Come enjoy friends, food, and prayer. 6:00pm. Location
TBA.

For more info, contact Ginger Strickland at 01 40 62 05 07- Friends are always welcome at
ACP youth events! To be put on our email list, Ginger Strickland‐‐‐Office:
01.40.62.05.07/youthpastor@acparis.org

STAND UP!
Youth, are you ready for a challenge? Are you ready to explore the BIG
questions about God? Are you ready to talk about what being a Christian
really means? You are invited to join us for STAND UP, a chance to spend
some intense time with a small group and to explore your faith in a new way.

This experience is designed for youth group members who have not yet made a public
profession of faith. This might be youth who have not yet been baptized, youth who
have been baptized but want to declare their faith and join the church, or youth who
have been baptized and would like to be confirmed.
STAND UP includes:
¾ Family dinner, May 7.
¾
¾ Worship service including baptisms and confirmations, May 8.
Please contact the youth director for more information: youthpastor@acparis.org.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CONCERT - Fundraising Habitat concert for Humanity concert
followed by a wine and cheese reception will be coming up on May 3 at 8 pm. Tickets
are on sale at the reception and at the coffee hour. For more information please
contact David Holmes at holmesd@gmail.com. The Rotary has accepted for the third
year to sponsor this important mission. We are counting on you too to make it a full
house! Tickets can be ordered online at www.habitatconcert.com. Only 25€!

Holmes Rolston III:
The Big Bang at the ACP
By Charlie Gay
To say that philosopher, theologian and Three Big Bangs
author Holmes Rolston III gave us something to think
about during the ACP’s Lenten Lecture Series is a little
like saying the Sermon on the Mount might give us some
food for thought.
In a mind-bending series of talks on the nights of April 57, the Colorado State University Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of Philosopher used his lifetime of learning
about science and religion to cover one big bag per
evening. Those would be the one with which we were
familiar, the one we might capitalize as the Big Bang, the primordial “startup of the universe”
now estimated to have happened 13.7 billion years ago; the second big bang, the evolution of
life on Earth; and the third big bang, the development of the human mind.
Rolston calls them all big bangs because they were all explosive. He explained just how
amazing and explosive they were by walking his audience through a series of scientific facts
and observations by dozens of scientists, most of whom were unknown to us.
Some may say that evolution blows their theory of Creation and therefore a concept of God,
but in his long journey through chemistry, physics, biology, cosmology, botany, paleontology,
astronomy, physiology, geology and a host of other disciplines, Rolston was contending that
nothing in evolution shakes his faith in the Creator.
As the ACP’s own Peter Bannister said, Rolston’s important critique of science from the angle
of faith is not a matter of attacking the findings of scientific research as incompatible with
Scripture. In one night’s question-and-answer period, Rolston said the old view that humans
and animals were put into the Garden of Eden as finished products is no longer credible in
light of scientific discoveries. Yet he dropped philosophical hints during the lectures, just as he
does in his 2010 book, that the creation of the universe was “front-loaded” for the development
of these amazing human creatures. He asks, “Do the macrophysics and the microphysics
affect our metaphysics?” and states, “The startup looks like a setup.”
Near the end of Three Big Bangs, Rolston opines, “For all the unifying theories of science,
nature as a historical system has never proved simple or less mysterious than we thought. To
suspect the work of spiritual forces is not to be naïve but rather to be realistic. This subtending
Presence is eternal, equally co-present at the startup and en route.” In another place he
quotes astronomer and theologian William Stoeger saying that even though God endows
nature from the beginning with existence, His direct intervention in evolution as another cause
is not needed.
Rolston at times spoke as an awestruck, wide-eyed child about his amazing universe, the
incredible development of life on Earth and the staggering complexity of the human brain that
has allowed us to think like we do. It becomes clear in his speeches and writing that he loves
his world, he loves learning and he loves his God, all deeply. He points out it is the unique
development of the human brain, light-years superior to the animal brain, that has given us
among other things the ability to pass along ideas to other humans, to develop cultures
because we can preserve information and to wonder why we are here.

(In Rolston’s overview of the first big bang, he gets into the concept that the universe is one of
order and pure mathematics but then quotes Stephen Hawking as saying, “The usual
approach of science of constructing a mathematical model cannot answer the question of why
there should be a universe for the model to describe.” Later, in discussing the development of
human intelligence, he notes Terrence Deacon said that only one species out of hundreds of
thousands with brains has ever wondered about its place in the world because only one ever
evolved the ability to do so.)
Rolston’s presentations provided a puzzling example of how waves of mind-boggling
information can overwhelm us to the point where mindboggling becomes normal for the night.
Consider the description of the first big bang, an explosion of matter-energy: Since matter can
be neither created nor destroyed, somehow all of the present universe was packed into a
space smaller than that of an atom, exploded and started expanding faster than the speed of
light. That’s fairly easy to understand. In Three Big Bangs, the author says perhaps time itself
started out of that first big bang so that to think of “time zero” is misleading. And the big bang
was silent (“If a tree falls in the forest...”)
The original big bang, Rolston says, resulted from no known laws of physics. The question
now is not so much whether cosmologists can explain “everything” as whether they can
explain how there comes to be “anything,” he says. Several of his references indicate we find
ourselves in a “cosmic jackpot,” a universe mysteriously just right for life, that a good planet is
hard to find and Earth is an anomaly. Rolston offers cosmologist Paul Davies saying all the
extraordinary physical coincidences and apparently accidental cooperation offer compelling
evidence that a hidden principle is at work; astronomer Fred Hoyle insisting some designing
superintellect must have monkeyed with the physics, chemistry and biology; and physicist
Stephen Barr saying that some scientists need an infinite number of unobservable substitutes
to abolish one unobservable God.
In his discussion of the second big bang, the explosion of life on Earth, Rolston covered
explosions in biodiversity and biocomplexity, quoting sources about the exponential increases
to billions of species and once again providing tidbits creating brain cramps in the listener: to
go from a bacterium to humans is less of a step than going from a mixture of amino acids to a
bacterium; the fetal brain makes 250,000 new neurons a minute; if the DNA in the human
body were uncoiled, it would stretch to the Sun and back more than half a dozen times; our
hearing cells came from the cells on sides of fish that, like other things, evolve originally for
one thing and are co-opted for another; the human being starts as one cell and grows to a
body with 10 to the 13th power of cells and 200 cell types.
In Three Big Bangs, Rolston explains that the emergence of neurons, functionally for
information detection and transfer, allowed exploding complexity to reach sentience. Neurons
make possible acquired learning. “Increasingly there is ‘somebody there’; objects evolve into
subjects with psyches,” he writes. Rolston calls it felt experience and says we don’t know how
or why this capability for conscious experience and caring emerges. As he quotes J. Fodor,
“Nobody has the slightest idea how anything material could be conscious.”
“...there is no doubt that animal life gets psyche, and that higher forms of animal life get
psyched up,” Rolston writes. “Matter starts to get animated, spirited.”
He quotes Nobel Prize-winning biologist Christian de Duve, “I view this universe as made in
such a way as to generate life and mind, bound to give birth to thinking beings.”
In covering the mind’s big bang on the third night, the lecturer explained that no organ in the
history of life has grown faster than the human brain; human evolution is characterized by a
dramatic increase in brain size and complexity; humans occupy a unique position in the tree of
life, hugely different than other animals with their explosion of mental power; no nonhuman
animal teaches; we affect our brain’s structure with brain work such as learning to play an

instrument, becoming a taxi driver emphasizing geography or learning a second language;
and humans may be cosmic dwarfs but are molecular giants.
He got into language, saying the primate communication system never takes on the openended quality of human language. Consider that humans are capable of forming 10 to the 70
billionth thoughts, a number than dwarfs the number of atoms in the visible universe.
Rolston asks many questions after his dissection of the three big bangs. Could the surprises
of the big bangs have been anticipated? Is what emerges from them driven or spontaneous?
Is what happened outrageous luck or is there a subtending field, a deeper source?
Supercharged nature signals Transcendet Presence, which we detect as a fourth dimension
(Spirit) that seems to be secretly and impressively at work, he explains. “We humans are
spirited presence,” he writes. “Are we an icon of deeper Presence, Spirit diffusing the universe
story?”
The fact of the matter is, evolution has generated ideals in caring in this spirited mind, Rolston
believes. We are now coming around to oversee the world and increasingly we are like gods,
he says. But there is an information gap about good and evil, he continues. “We need the
wisdom of God, and that programs poorly on computers and is not found in physics, chemistry
or biology textbooks.”
‘In the end we must ask the questions with which Genesis begins: wondering about creation resulting in
persons who image God. We are better placed than any generation in human history to ask these
questions, to take the measure of them. But answers to ultimate questions still lie almost beyond our
reach. If found, answers will focus on the three big bangs.’ 1

1

Three Big Bangs: Matter-Energy, Life, Mind (New York : Columbia University Press, 2010), xi-xii.

The Trip of A Lifetime
By Francois Pierre

Why go to Israel?
First, it was the country where Jesus lived and by going there, you will understand many
biblical passages much better.
For example, when you see Lake Galilee and Capharnaum, the town where Jesus lived during
the time of his ministry, you get a vision of life in Jesus time. Because Lake Galilee is about
200 meters below sea level, you realize that Jesus had to go “up the mountain” to speak to
crowds. You get a feeling that the lake and the surrounding scenery have not changed that
much since those days, and you can easily visualize the fishermen making a living there. In
fact, much to my surprise, there is still a small fishing harbor on the side of the lake.

Left to right: Fishing harbor on Lake Galilee; sailing on Lake Galilee;
When you travel from Galilee (in the northern part of the country) to Judea (in the southern
part), a distance of about 130 km, you get a feeling of the time it took to travel that distance on
foot (about 4 days); and you have to cross Samaria, the middle part of the country, where Jesus
met the Samaritan woman, and spoke to her, much to the surprise of his disciples. In fact, it’s
interesting and encouraging that Jesus had one of his most meaningful conversations with a
woman whose life was far from “perfect”, and who was not even Jewish herself.

Left to right: Capharnaum, the town where Jesus lived; the synagogue in Capharnaum; the
Church of Beatitudes, built in the 1930’s, in the area just above lake Galilee where Jesus gave
his sermon on the beatitudes;
When you see the Jordan River, you will be surprised to see what a small river it is and how
green the surroundings are. You may recall Namaan the Syrian general who thought that they
had much more impressive rivers in Syria!

Left top: Russian pilgrims;Right, top: our group in the Jordan to renew their baptismal vows;
and bottom: gospel reading on Lake Galilee;
And of course, when you see Jerusalem, you know it’s a city that’s totally unique. There is
simply none like it anywhere else. I must say that standing in front of the Western Wall was
one of the most impressive moments of my entire life. In fact, Jewish tradition tells us that the
divine presence never leaves this place.

Left to right: Jerusalem seen from the Mount of Olives; a model of the Temple in Jesus time; praying at
the Western Wall;

I could go on and on, but just seeing the landscapes and the geography is really helpful in
understanding the Gospels.
Second, you realize right away that Israel is a very “special” country. There are many other
small countries in the world, Belgium, Denmark, Slovakia, etc, but there is something
definitely unique about Israel. Its people, its customs, its history are like none other. One of the
most amazing things about it is the continuity. Its people were dispersed from 70 CE to 1948
CE, nearly 19 centuries, during which they underwent terrible persecutions. But now, it seems
those 19 centuries are “in brackets”. The country has resurrected and even the language,
Hebrew, an “ancient” language, has been revived, probably a unique example in human
history. Time has another dimension in Israel. In fact, as our guide, Lilian, was telling us about
biblical times, I felt that she had been a personal eyewitness. It sounded like it was all
yesterday.

Left to right: the menorah, sacred symbol of Judaism; this one is a replica of the one taken away by the
roman armies in 70 CE; pilgrims come from many nations; the Holy Sepulcher Church, the most sacred
place in Christendom, where Jesus was buried; a street in old Jerusalem;

I should add that you must go in a group and as you know, it’s called a “pilgrimage”. The word
is somewhat awkward. You may think you will go with moralizing and self righteous people,
and have a miserable time. Actually, my experience has been entirely different: I have been on
two pilgrimages to Israel, one with a mostly catholic group, and the other with the ACP, and
both have had great fellowship. One hesitates to use the word “fun” when speaking of a
pilgrimage to such a holy place, but nevertheless, I will say it: in addition to being spiritually
enlightening, it’s been great fun and we have developed friendships which will last a lifetime
because we’ve shared such meaningful moments.

Left to right: ACP pilgrims; the Western Wall in Jerusalem;

So, please, try to go at least once in your lifetime!!

Josephine’s Make-Over: An Update
By Fred Gramann
Photos by Raj Bhimani

As many of you have read in a previous Spire, our 19th century Steinway
piano (named "Josephine" by the workers) is currently being completely
restored in Yonkers, New York. It is a very long process and parts have to dry
and age before the next step can be taken. The workers start from the outside
in. The case has been stripped and completely refinished, giving it back its
original luster. Somewhere along the line the original legs were replaced. A
set of new "old" legs were acquired and have been installed. The new
soundboard has been made and put in. Because natural materials are being
used, one never knows how well these parts will turn out. They are thrilled to
report that our new soundboard has passed all their expectations and is one
of the best they have made in recent times. When you tap on it the resonance
just goes on and on. It's a real winner! Next, the soundboard will be
varnished and then the pin block installed. Stay tuned (so to speak) for more
exciting reports on Josephine's big make-over!!

Are we busy?
Leaking water pipes to plug. A kitchen to remodel. An apartment to refurbish. Floors to reinforce.
Wallpaper to be changed. Heating system to be fixed. A whole garden to uproot. A sound system to
install. An entire church building to maintain. The Property Committee is a very busy committee. How
do Daniel Grout, chairperson and Bill Johnston, vice-chair, manage? Daniel offers his own recipe:
Talk with church and community leaders about the work to be done;
Study the proposals, and make them acceptable to stakeholders, even if the work would disturb
or disrupt ongoing activities in the church;
Find a team of people happy to devote a bit of their time moving equipment or material around;
Put altogether all this positive energy, and send lots of prayers to the Lord for him to give
wisdom, grace and energy to all these wonderful volunteers.
Daniel followed his own recipe recently for a property merry-go-round. To make way for a “dumb waiter”
to be built at one end of the stage, linking the Thurber Room kitchen on the second floor to the Theater
on the ground floor, some things had to be moved around. The Lending Library has relocated to the
basement to what used to be an office of the Women of the American Church (WOAC). WOAC is now
using G8, at the end of the hallway in the basement. When all the dust has settled down, and the din of
drills and hammers silenced, and the space put to good use, Daniel will be, in his words, a “happy
Property Chair”.

Nico’s appeal
Remember Nico? Many of us at ACP do. Together with his
dad and mom, and sister and brother, Nico would come to
the worship services at ACP. They moved to California a few
years ago, but Nico still needs our help.
He is now 13, and he has been fighting leukemia for over five
years. To stay alive, he urgently needs a stem cell or bone
marrow transplant from a donor who is genetically compatible
with him. Nico’s mother is Korean and his dad Caucasian.
Currently, there is no one on the donor registry who matches
Nico.
In honor of Nico, please consider registering to be a potential
marrow or stem cell donor. This precious gift could possibly
save his life or that of another patient like him. Donors of
Asian and mixed Asian-Caucasian ethnicity are particularly
needed, as someone from these ethnic populations may be the best match for Nico.
HOW YOU CAN HELP:
In the U.S.: Join the donor registry on line at: http://join.bethematch.org/NICO
In France:
Call “L'Agence de la Biomédecine” at 0 800 20 22 24 (numéro vert, or toll-free
number) and ask them to send you an information packet with instructions on how to join
the donor registry.
For more information go on line : http://bethe1tosavealife4nico.jimdo.com/

SUNDAY ATELIER
CONCERTS

free admission, 5 PM

May 1

Raj Bhimani, piano *
Music by Rameau, Schubert, Debussy and
Brenet

May 22:

May 29:

The American Fulbright
Scholars studying in
France:

Alain Fontès,
trumpet and
Emmanual
Hocdé, organ

André Washington,
flute
Lucia Stavros, harp
Nathan Laube, organ
Music by Weckman,
Bach, Sowerby, Debussy
and Poulenc.

Music by Lully,
Bach, Telemann,
Handel, Alain,
Fauchard, Widor

ACP Youth and Children’s choirs
and Friends
on Saturday, May 28 at 8 pm
Don’t miss the annual Youth Music Program Spring Concert! All of the ACP Youth
choirs and handbell ensembles will be performing. This year we have some
special guests: the Ateneo de Manila college Glee Club will be performing as
well. The AMCGC, under the direction of Ma. Lourdes V. Hermo, is the oldest
university choir in the Philippines, and has won many prestigious awards. This
week they have been competing in the 47th Montreux Choral Festival. Come
join us for this fabulous evening of singing and ringing! The concert is free, and
donations will be welcome.

THE AICEME IS COMING TO ACP!
From May 9-16, the American Church in Paris is hosting the annual conference of the
Association of International Churches in Europe and the Middle East (AICEME). Over 50
pastors and spouses are expected to come.
The AICEME is an association of Christian congregations, bearing witness to the Gospel and
serving Jesus Christ among English-speaking people throughout Europe and the Middle East.
AICEME member churches are diverse in style, tradition, denominational affiliation and
membership. Many pastors have attested to the importance of this conference to them, as it
offers them a chance to share ideas and to hear the experience of other churches, and to
learn from them.
Special guest speaker
Mark Labberton will be the conference’s keynote
speaker. He holds the Lloyd John Ogilvie Chair of
Preaching at Fuller Theological Seminary and also
directs the Ogilvie Institute for Preaching. Prior to
this, he served as the Senior Pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley for seventeen
years. He holds degrees from Whitman College
[B.A.], Fuller Theological Seminary [M.Div.], and
Cambridge University [Ph.D.], and was ordained in
1982. His writing ministry expresses itself in a
variety of periodicals and he is an Associate
Editor of Leadership Journal. His book: The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living God’s Call to
Justice was published in 2007 [IVP] and his latest book, A Just Heart: Seeing Others Through
the Eyes of Jesus [IVP] came out in 2010.
You are warmly invited to listen to Mark Labberton on Thursday, May 12, as he talks on
“Following an Enemy - Loving God”. On Sunday, May 15, he will deliver the sermon on
“Worship That Matters”
Please note: There will be only two worship services that Sunday, May 15 (11:00 and
1:30 pm), as we will be welcoming the AICEME pastors’ and spouses’ conference
participants and enjoy a half hour of special prelude music prior to the 11:00 service.
The Planning Team, under the leadership of Marie Grout, and under the guidance of Pastor
Scott, has been making plans in the past two years on how to welcome the visiting pastors
and spouses. Other than the lectures by Mr. Labberton, there will be tours and visits to some
of the most outstanding venues in Paris and France. Highlights of the week-long conference
will include a specially designed “Little Geneva” walking tour that will trace Protestant history
in Paris, and a day trip to Chartres Cathedral.

Easter at ACP

Photos by Fred Gramann and Camilla Macfarlane

Adult Education Opportunities
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES FOLLOWING THE 9AM & 11AM SERVICES: Adult Bible studies meet
between the services. The Bible studies meet 15 minutes after the end of the worship service in room
G2 (Basement level).
WOAC WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets on Tuesday mornings from 10:30-12:30 am. Everyone is
welcome! For more information, please contact Shelley Fischer or Diedre Grizzle.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
EVERY FRIDAY, THE MISSION LUNCH PROGRAM provides a free, cooked lunch at the
host church (American Cathedral, 23 avenue George V, Paris 8e) to those in need. ACP
organizes the lunch on the second Friday of each month, but volunteers are needed every
week for cooking, serving and cleaning-up. Contact: Kristie.
KNITTING GROUP: We are now meeting in The Catacombs, still on Mondays from 5 pm6:40 pm. Come beginners, come experts, bring a friend, check it out! You can even tat, quilt,
crochet or just enjoy the fellowship. Contacts: Antoinette Wolfe or Elizabeth Rand.
ACP PRAYER CARE TEAM: Members of the Prayer Care Team invite you to join them after
the 11 am service if you would like to pray together for your special concerns. Look for the
team on the left side aisle under the chandelier.
DOCENT TOURS needs more members! If you like learning and sharing history, archaeology,
or just love trivia, you will enjoy giving 20-minute docent tours. For more info or to join the
docent team, contact Alison Benney.
LITURGIST MINISTRY: We have a wonderful team of lay readers (liturgists) who assist in
leading worship at the 9 and 11 am worship services each week. If you are interested in being
considered for this ministry, please contact the church secretary at secretary@acparis.org.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Offering altar flowers is a beautiful way to honor God, or people dear to
you, to celebrate special occasions in your lives, or to remember your loved ones. If you would
like to donate flowers, please contact the church secretary at secretary@acparis.org.
MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP: The movie group's choices for May are "Rabbit Hole" by John
Cameron Mitchell, "Source Code" by Duncan Jones, "John Rabe" by Florian Gallenberger and "Voir la
mer" by Patrice Leconte. See any or all of these in the cinema of your choosing, then join the group for
discussion. The meeting will be on Thursday, May 19, at 7:30pm in the church basement.

THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S MORNING COFFEE takes place at 7:30 am each Thursday
at Starbucks, located near the church at 90, rue St. Dominique, 75007. Contact Ed at for info
or to be added to the email list.
MOTHER’S DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST. The Women's and Men's Ministries invite you and your
family to help us thank the mothers and women of our church on Sunday, May 8 between 9:30-11:30.
There is a suggested donation of 5 Euros per person or 15 Euros per family. Attention Men: If you are

interested in volunteering, there will be more information and a volunteer sign up sheet in the
Theater between worship series.
LADIES: Put on your walking or running shoes and join other women from the church as we
participate in the 2011 La Parisienne. This is a 5 km women-only race that starts and ends at
the Champs de Mars and is scheduled for Sunday, September 11. You don't have to be a
runner as time is not what is important. We will be representing the church and participating in
order to raise awareness of Breast Cancer!! We'd like to get a group together at ACP on
Monday mornings from 9:30-10:30 to begin preparing for this event. Just show up with your
running/walking shoes! If you'd like to participate or find out more, please contact Kim Herr.
You can go to the La Parisienne website to register for the race.

2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm

2

Youth meeting, 3 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm

8

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm
Mother’s Day breakfast, 8
am
Youth Stand up! at 11 am
service
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm

9

AICEME
conference

Knitting Group, 5 pm
Celebration Ringers
rehearsal, 6:45 pm

15

Celebration Ringers
rehearsal, 6:45 pm

Youth meeting, 3-5 pm

22

Congregational meeting
after 11 am service
Docent Tours, after 11 am
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm

23

Celebration Ringers
rehearsal, 7 pm
Council meeting, 7 pm

29

30

Youth meeting, 3-5 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm

Celebration Ringers
rehearsal, 7 pm

Thursday

Ladies’ Bible Study, 10:30
am*
Young Adults Bible
Study, 8 pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm
Ladies’ Bible
Study, 10:30 am*

AICEME
conference

11

Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm
Adult Choir rehearsal,
7:45 pm

18
Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm
Adult Choir rehearsal,
7:30 pm

25
Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm
Adult Choir rehearsal, 8
pm

Saturday

5
Thurber Thursday, 6:30 pm,
Preparing for Mark
Labberton’s visit with
discussion of his book

24

Young Adults Pizza
Night, 6 pm

Friday

4

17

Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm

Knitting Group, 5 pm
Docent Tours, after 11 am

10
AICEME
conference
Ladies’ Bible Pizza
Night, 6 pm
Young Adults Pizza Night,
6:30 pm
Gaudeamus
rehearsal, 7:30 pm

Knitting Group, 5 pm

Atelier concert, 5 pm

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm

Wednesday

3
Ladies’ Bible
Study, 10:30 am*
Young Adults Bible
Study, 8 pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm
Habitat fundraising
concert, 8 pm

16
Knitting Group, 5 pm

Docent Tours, after 11 am

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm

2011

May

12

AICEME
conference
Men’s Morning Coffee,
7:30*
Thurber Thursday, 6:30 pm,
Mark Labberton speaker
Beginner handbells, 3
pm
Bronze bells rehearsal, 7:30

19

Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*
Beginner handbells, 3
pm
Thurber Thursday
Bronze bells rehearsal,
7:30 pm
Movie Discussion Group,
7:30 pm
Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*

26

Beginner handbells, 3
pm
Thurber Thursday, 6:30 pm
Bronze bells
rehearsals, 7:30 pm

6
NOOMA Studies, 8:30 pm*

AICEME
conference

13

Friday Mission Lunch,
10:30, American Cathedral

20

Youth: Stand up!
Family dinner, 6
pm

AICEME
conference

7

14

Special choral concert by
the Sebastian Wesley
Vocal Ensemble

21

Multicultural Couples Dinner,
8 pm

27

28
Used-book sale:
fundraising for youth and
young adults mission trip
to Burkina Faso

31
Ladies’ Bible Study, 10:30
am*
Young Adults Bible
Study, 8 pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm

* Activity not held at ACP. Check with organizers for details./Please check the ACP website for a more complete and detailed schedule.

June 4: Pastor Ginger’s
ordination at the
American Cathedral, 2
pm

